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EE Lives of Perſons eminent 

Por Learning or Piety, or any 

uch Actions us deſerve to be ce- 

IA lebrated, have ever been read 

— with a peculiar Pleaſure. There 

is ſomething in them that is much more in- 
ſtruftive, than in dry Precepts: They ſtrike 
the Fancy in a very lively Manner, improve 
the udgment, impreſs the Memory, raiſe 
and captivate the Affections, make the reach- 
ing great Attainments appear a thing that 
is practicable, and provoke to an Imitation. 
I take it to be no. ſmall Happineſs tu us in 
Britain, that we have a greater Number of 
fach Lives in our own 3 than moſt 
ether Nations: Perhaps | 


ſhan any one. 5 \ 
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Pf, Stanton, Mr. Phil 
Stockton, Mr. Joſeph Allein, Mr. 
chin, Mr. Thomas Roſewell, Mr. John Howe, 
and nau of Dr. Increaſe Mather, (o ſay no- 
thing of the Memoirs of a good Number that 


I have picb d up, and put together in my A. 


bridement ) plainly ſhew, that among thoſe 
Preachers that were: filenc'd in 1662, upon 
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The publiſh'd Lives of Mr. Richard Barter, 
55 prongs eee 
ohn Ma- 
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* nel their "Miniftiy.* He that has WA 
the Reſidue: 95 the Spirit, ſhould, T think) be 
earneſtly: fought" untò on this behalf, by all 
that are concern d for The- Ne of. Fray 
Religiow among us. N 
That Life, an A — of which is given 
in the Papers that here follow, was very 
holy. and regular, ſtrict and uniform, exem- 
plary and uſeful,” and conſiderably prolong d. 
It contains many memorable- things retatt 
both to the Providence and Grace of C 
If it has not in it ſo great a Variety as we 
meet with in ſome others, it yet preſents us 
with an Inſtance of ſingular Integrity. Ii 
is not ſet off with Pomp and Oſtentation— 
but is drawn up in the Words of Truth and 
Soberneſs;" and may be very ſafely depended 
on. And fuch Inſtances as theſe appearing 
now and then among us, are a ſenſibie Proof, 
that God has not yet quite left our World. 
The Name of Mather is well known, and 
precious, both in this Iſland, and America 
too, ever ſiuce the time that he whoſe Coun- 
ſel ſhalt ſtand, and who will da all his Plea- 
ſure, thought fit, out of his infinite Wiſdom 
and Benignity, to bring a great Good out 
of a ſore Evil, and to make Uſe of the Ri- 
gours and Severities in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters here in England, as a Means for the 
ſpreading of his Goſpel, even to the remote 
Parts of the Earth. They that have ſuc- 
ceſſi rely born * N. ame, have ——— 
ably 


* 


| che, PR ENA GE 
ö ably ſpent their Paius in theſe Iſlands, and 
in thoſe far diſtant Regions, (where the Peg. 
ple Moore Were ue the Covenants 
of Promiſe) in order to the promoting a Goſ⸗ 
pel Intereſt, and the TIL e Cor- 
reſpondence between the Colony and the Mo. 
43 ther Country, fur the common Benefit : And 
n. this Account it commands Reſpect, among 
the conſiderate Part of Mankind,  _ 
Some indeed. there are among us, auh are 
fo ffrangely narrow ſpirited, that they have 
but wery little Regard for any. Perſons or 
| Things, that don't bear juſt their gum Stamp. 
| It need not be wonder'd at, if. what is here 
offer'd, 4s not to their Guſt. - Many that are 
of this Make, ſo they can but live at their 
Eaſe, and enjoy their own HEmoluments, cart 
wot what paſſes, or how things. go, at ſuch a 
 Diftance as America: Or if they at all turn 
their Thoughts that Way, tis only with an 
eager Deſire to bring the good Peaple there, 
4 a Conformity ts their own narrow Mo- 
gel, the Diſlike of which, with its Attend: 
gents and Conſequences, was the very thing 
that drave the Anceſtors of the preſent In- 
Habitants, to ſuch a diſtance, from their na: 
tive Country, and their Friends and Relatt- 
ons there. But this fort of Carriage, ſa- 
vours not much of Humanity; and yet much 
%%% 
I myſelf receibd a Letter from good old 
Dr. Mather, not very long ſmee, In a, te 


| — 


The PRE TAE. 


he expreſs d it, with his dying Hand, (whith 


he deſir d might he communicated to our Bre- 
thren of both Denominations, and it ac- 
cordingly was ſo) in which he complain d of 
the Carriage of theſe Gentlemen, and that, 


as far as I can judge, not without Rea- 


ſom. For it has, methinks, but an odd Ap. 
pearance, for Perſons ts ſpend their Leal 
for Chriſtianity, in promoting a ſuperior Or- 
der among the Miniſters of Chriſt, ſpread- 


ing Common-Prayer Books, and giving Di- 


ſturbance by their officious and buſie Miffi- 
onaries, ti true Goſpel Churches, in which 
God is ſeriouſly worſhip'd, according to his 
own Word, and is pleas d remarkably to grant 
his Preſence and Bleſſing. This, I fear, 
will at laſt be found, to be a Zeal of God, 
not according to Knowledge. 

But it was another ſort of Zeal that was 
conſpicuous in the excellent Dr. Mather, 
who was vehemently ſet againſt all Sin and 
Impurity, and bent upon ſpreading Practical 
Codlineſs, and promoting Brotherly Love, 


in the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry ; and 


ſecuring the Peace and Liberties of his n- 
tive Country, by his Conduct, to the ut- 
moſt Extent of his yore And God 
was with him, and ſingularly, own'd and 
beſed him eee WTR 
That a Number, upon reading his Life, 
may become like minded : That both the Bri- 
tiſn and American Churches may abide. in the 
— | Track. 
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THRILL  W' 
| Truth, do their firſt Works, and have tho 
laſt more than the firſt; that Brotherly Love 
may more and more prevail among them, and 
& friendly Correſpondence may be always 
kept up between them; and that there may 
till be ſome of the Name of Mather, from 
obne Age to another, that may have both A. 
biltties and Hearts," herein to give an help- 
ing Hand, is and will be the Prayer, of 
Weſtminſter, 5 # 'fncere Friend of the 3 
OZ. 22. 1724. e n 
| 185 common Chriſtian Intereſt, 


EDM. CALAMY, 


eee ee eee eee 


b 7 < "DRRKATA > | 
on 3. line 19. read Several. p. 17.1. 31. r. Synodalian. 
p. 18. I. 16. for Mitchel r. Mather. p. 30. J. 20. for 
the r. other, l. 29. r. not above. p. 3 1. l. 10. r. foretold. 
P. 40. I. 12. r. Sr. Ives. p. 64. l. 22. for and r. as. p. 65. 
| J. 2. after zo r. it is replied... 1. 3. for that r. it. p. 66. l. 1% 
* r © oe + 


LIPE and DEATH 


orf the Jo Revenexy 


* * 


Tacrea 7 Mather, D. D. 


* . 7 - 
7 5 * 4 : & 5 


ALAN AAS ANA MAN AI LANA WAS 4% 2 025 Wd Ns DW NN 45 WW N 
2 & &, & DIE) SS: & BL rs 02 280 e N eee RJ 


» 


G eee 


g. 1. Mr. Mather's Birth and Parents. F. s. 
E ducation and Entrance on the Mmiſtry. 


HE. Place of Mr. Mather's Birth 
was Dorcheſter, a Town in News 
England, in which his Father 
Mr. Richard Mather ſettled af- 
ter he had forſook England , 
where he could no longer, with 
Satisfaction to his Conſcience, proceed in the Exer- 


ciſe of his e Mr. Mather, of whom the 
B preſent 
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W N R Q 
preſent Account is offered was born Jus the 
twenty firſt, one thouſand/ſix hundred and thirty 


NINC 


and of great Virtue and Devotion. When this her 


Son was my young, ſhe told him, that if God 


would make him a good Chriſtian and a good Scho- 
lar, he would have all that ever his Mother asked 
for him; and as ſhe well knew'no Man ever made a 
conſiderable Figure without Induſtry, ſhe would of- 


ten put him in Mind of that Paſſage, Seeſt thou 4 


Man diligent in his Buſmeſs ? He ſhall ſtand before Kings, 


he ſhall not fland before mean Men. When he was a- 


bout fifteen Years old, he loſt his excellent Mother, 
who died triumphantly, though the Thoughts of 
Death were awful to her in her Life. Her laſt 
Words were full of Peace. (They were) Eye hath 


not ſeen, Ear hath not heard, nor have entered into the b 
Heart of Man the Things, which God has prepared for 


them that love him. 

On her Death-bed ſhe earneſtly exhorted him to 
reſolve on ſerving Chriſt in the Work of the Mini- 
ftry : and that he might not be diſcouraged by the 


many Trials andDifficulties, which attend that Courſe _ 


of Life, ſhe adviſed him to confider that Paſſage of 
Scripture, They, who turn many to Righteonſaeſs, ſhall 
ſhine as the Stars for ever aud ever. This left a deep 
Impreſſion on his Mind, ind the Memory of his 
holy Mother was valued - by him as long as he 
lived. 3 8 ; 


The Number of Sons, which God beſtowed on 
this happy Pair, was fix ; one died in his Childhood, 


four -of them had a liberal Education, and made 2 
conſiderable Appearance in England, Ireland and 


New-England. The Perſon, whole Life is now pre- 
ſented to the Publick, was the youngeſt ; his Name 


given by his Fathgr was Increaſe, on the Account of 


the 


— 


„lis Mother's Name, before Marriage, was Mrs. 
Katherine Holt, a Gentlewoman of good Deſcent, 


l : 
. * "oF I" 2 of 
* * 


the gr eat Increaſe of every Sort, which God favour- 
ed t 


e Country with, about the Time of his Na- 


| if he might have had an Hebrew, inſtead of an 
Engliſh, Name, it muſt, I ſuppoſe, have been Jaſeph, 


tivit 


which is of the like Signification. 


F. 2. Whilſt young, he did not decline the uſual 


innocent Diverſions of Children; and yet there was 
no Lad, that could hold Pace with him for his Book 
at School, where he laid the Foundation of his 
Knowledge of the Latin and Greek, Tongues, in 
both which he was well skilled. | =D 
When twelve Years old, he was admitted into the 
College: after he had lived there about a Year, his 
Parents, fearing that ſome things there might not ſo 
well ſuit his weakly Conſtitution, placed him with 
Mr. John Norton at Ipſivich, and continued him 


there, until he removed unto: Boſton (A. D. 1653.) 


Where his Pupil was ſeven Years with that learned 
and excellent Divine. | 

His Life had from his Infancy be#n free from Im- 
moralities ; but yet he was hitherto a Stranger to that 
great Change of Heart, which our Saviour told the 


celebrated Rabbi muſt be accompliſhed, or a Man 


could not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Lam ſenſible, this ſort of Diſcourſe is profuſely 
derided in our Age; but they who are full of Drol- 
lery, when they mention this Article, do make the 
moſt ſevere Satyrs on themſelves, ſince they ſhew 
they are deſtitute of what they ridicule. 


| God, who deſigned him to be an Inſtrument of 


converting many to Righteouſneſs, did in his early 
Days give him an holy Turn of Mind and Will to 


his Creator, which produced a very conſpicuous 
Change upon him, and left ſuch Impreſſions of Pi- 


ety, as continued to the end of his Life. 


The Words of the famous Mr. Perkins, may ſerve 


to introduce what I have to offer about this internal 
„ Change. 


— 
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Dr. IN REASH MATHER. 3 
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ſician or Saviour. 


Change. It's meet, that they, who are to convert 
« others, ſhould be effectually converted themſelves, 
rc John muſt firſt eat the Book, and then propheſy : 
ee The Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt firſt themſelves 
cc eat the Word of God, which is indeed done, when 
« they are not only in their Minds enlightened, but 


ee their Hearts are mollified, and brought into Sub- 


« jection to the Word of Chriſt : unleſs Chriſt be 
« thus learned ſpiritually, and really; Divines will 


cc ſpeak of the Word of God, as Men ſpeak of Rid- 


edles, and as Prieſts in former Times ſaid their 
cc 1 when they hardly knew what they 
« ſaid. | oh = 
Nothing can be more detrimental to the Intereſt of 
the Chriſtian Religion, than for Men, who have no 
ſerious Senſe of the Divine Truths contained in the 
Scripture, nor of the Nature and Neceſſity of ſuch 
Holineſs of Heart and Regularity of Life, which 
the Bible requires, to intrude into the Miniſtry.,” - 


It was the Happineſs of Mr. Mather, to have had 


great Care taken by his holy Parents, to inſtil 
Principles of Piety and Devotion into him. By 


_ theſe Means he was reſtrained from any groſs Enor- 


mity; yet continued a Stranger to vital Chriſtianity, 
until it pleaſed God to viſit him with a ſharp Di- 
ſtemper, which was ſuppoſed to be the Stone. Out 
of this he was ſogn.recovered : The Affliction had 
a very good Effect upon him : He was now (to uſe 
his own Words) brought to have real Thoughts of 


Death, and to ſee Eternity before his Eyes. After 


this he was under great Solicitude abour his ſpiritual 
State for ſeveral Months, which brought him to a 
Reſolution to live no more in any known Sin, and 
to be more exact in his private Devotion. He be- 
came, more than ever, ſenſible of Sins, that are not 
much regarded by them, who ſee no want of a Phy- 


He 
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Dr. IN REASE MATHER. | 5 F 


Ile reſolved, hereupon, to make his Addrefs to God 
by Faſting and Prayer, for pardoning Mercy. He 
fixed on a Time when his Father was abroad on pub- 
lick Service, and not to return in ſome Days: and 


retiring to his Study at Dorcheſter, he did make par- 


ticular Confeſſion of all the Sins, that lay uneaſy on 


his Conſcience; and beg'd that God would pardon 


them, and that he would change his Heart, as bein 
ſenſible that Pardon without Sanctification woul 
not make him completly bleſſed. One thing de- 


ſerves here to be obſerved : He was afraid he had 


been guilty of the unpardonable Sin: He was ſatiſ- 
fied to the contrary by his Father, to whom he com- 


municated the State of his Soul. Indeed he delayed 


making known his Caſe, until his Concern about his 
eternal Welfare became too ponderous for him to 
ſupport himſelf under it without Advice. He wrote 
of it to his Father. N | 
He did again ſeriouſly ſet apart a Day for ſecret 
Prayer and Faſting ; the Event was happy: He was 
brought to reject all other Dependencies, and to rely 


only on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Pardon and 


Acceptance. He pleaded that Declaration which 


Chriſt had madg, Him that comes to me, I will in no 


wiſe caſt out: And here he found Relief. long 
after, hearing Mr. Norton in a Sermon 2 * im- 
ſelf to this Effect, that a Man might have ſome 
Sorrow for Sin, and yet not be truly converted; 
this ſtartled him; but ſome time after hearing his 
Father preach a Sermon, wherein he ſhewed, that 
where there was new and ſincere Obedience, and 

where the _ was changed from the Love of Sin 
to the Love of God, it argued Converſion. This 
brought him to greater Tranquility of Mind, as 
well as what he farther heard concerning Manaſſelns 
Converſion being began by Affliction, as was his 
own: For, though the Word of God be the great 
Means of producing a Change of Heart and Life, 
by yer 
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wherein he laid down theſe Evidences of Sincerity ; 


a a reliance on the fading Enjoyments of human Life. 


ſhould undertake the Hiſtory of any eminent Di- 
_ Chriſtianity. 
which Mr. Mather was fitted for Service in the 


6 ..:. Se 6 LFES,” 
yet Sickneſs, Pain, or ſome other Calamity, may be 
the Occaſion of a Man's beginning to entertain ſeri« 
ons. and waſe Thqughts. 85 
The preaching of the excellent Mr. Mitchel was 
alſo very uſeful to him. He particularly took No- 
tice of what was ſpoken in one of his Sermons, 


when God in Chriſt is become the Reſt of the 
Soul: when there is no known Sin allowed, or 
Duty neglected: when the Heart is for God chief- 
ty and univerſally ; which he hoped was his Caſe. 

§- 3. I can't tell whether it will be expected, that 
I ſhould make an Apology for dwelling ſo long 
on that which ſo few relith, becauſe they never ex- 
perienc'd it: if it be, I have this to = Thar it 
would be abſurd to write the Hiſtory of a Man's 
Lite, the great Deſign of whoſe Preaching was to 
convert Men from Wickedneſs to Holineſs, and from 


for Happineſs, to a dependance on God, who is he 
Fountain of Bleſſedneſs, (I ſay it would be abſur 

to write ſuch an Hiſtory) Bar not give ſome Ac- 
count how he was made ſerious, and had his Mind 
raiſed to purſue more valuable Deſigns, than what are 
limited to the Affairs of the preſent Life. It would 
look ridiculouſly in an Hiſtorian, that ſhould under- 
take the Life of Alexander, and yet not mention his 
Paſſage at the Granick Flood, his Siege of Tyrus, his 
Battels with Darius, and his Victory over Porus. 
No leſs vain and trifling would the Man be, who 


vine, and yet ſay little or nothing of Experimental 
The Preparation abovementioned, was that with 


Church of God. As to them, who ruſh into the 
Evangelical Miniſtry, taking it up only as a Trade, 
whilſt they have no true Senſe of Religion = He 

| = indsz 


+ 6 
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Dr. IxREASH MaTHER, 7 


Minds, nor acquaintance with experimental Chriſti- 
anity, they may do well to begin the Diſcharge of 
their Fi nd ion, in preaching on Pſalm 1. 16. Before 
7 diſmiſs this Article, I would cite the Words of 
Dr. ae Woodward, who, writing an Account of 
his Father, ſays, © That Mouth ought to be well 
« purify'd with the Coals of the Altar, which is 
ce to be the Mouth of the People unto God; and 
« that Breaſt, ought to be purify'd ſeven times, 
« which is to bear the Names of the People of God 
ce in the preſence of God, and turn away the Wrath 
cc of God from them, through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
cc the chief Shepherd; untif this Step be made good 
c in any Church, there will be infinite Diſorders, 

ce and no effectual Reformation i 

The Remembrance of Mr. Mather, thus early de- 
voting himſelf to God, was a great Support to him, 


when he was under ſome Trials, that are often reſerv- 


A for the laſt part of humane Life. 
$980990080089989:9959899999 
C HAP. II. | | 
| His Voyage to England and Ireland. 


BTAVING been the uſual time a Scho- 
Bl lar belonging to ——— and hav- 
ing acquitted himſelf as he ought, as 
— to the acquiring of Learning, he ex- 
peected to have taken his Degree of Batchelor of Arts. 
There was a ſurprizing Order from the higher Pow- 
ers, requiring that his Claſs ſhould be detained a 
Year longer than of right they ought to have been. 
This was a Provocation to ſeventeen of the Scho- 
lars, (ſome of whom proved Men-of the firſt Rank) 
to withdraw from the College, without being gra- 
| py EE A a IT, EO duated, 
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duated, deeply reſenting ſuch an unaccountable Ins 
dignity. Mr. Mather's Father, though troubled, is 
divers others of the Curatores Academie were, yet ad- 
viſed his Son not to take his Name out of the Col- 
lege Regiſter, as others had done. In the Year 1656, 
he took his firſt Degree; at which the Preſident, 
- Who was a vehement Ariſtotelian, upon a diſlike 
of the Principles of Ramus, which Mr. Mather had 
 Imbibed, would have ſtopp'd him whulit. carrying 
on his Thefis, but Mr. Mitchel publickly interpoſed ; 
Pergat, quæſo, nam dottiſſime diſputat. 5 
In the following Year, on his Birth-day, he 
preached his firſt Sermon at a Village near Dorcheſ- 
zer; and on the next Lord's-Day, he preached in his 
Father's Pulpit. The Auditory expreſs'd great Sa- 
tisfaction in the Performance; nor was his Father 
unaffected with the Diſcovery of God's ſingular 
Goodneſs to him. . ne > 
§. 2. At this time his eldeſt His 


— ” Mr. Samuel Mather, being a Miniſter 

in Dublin, encouraged his coming oder 
unto him, to which his Father conſented; and in 
a ſolemn and affectionate manner gave him his 
Bleſſing; and among other things, ſaid, /f he 
heard well of him, and if he proved faithful to Chriſt, 
the Joy of it would lengthen out his Life, who was 
now ſixty one Years of Age. At his going off, 
many generous Perſons at Dorcheſter aſſiſted him with 
Preſents for his Voyage, of whoſe Names and Ci- 
vilities he kept an ingenuous Record, which he al- 
terwards ſent to his Father; requeſting that Thanks 
might be returned to his Benefactors. At this Time, 
taking his Leave of the Reverend Mr. Mitchel, 2 
Man whom he often named with Honour, he had 
this Counſel from him. «© My ſerious Advice to 
ce you is, that you keep out of Company, as far 3s 
« Chriſtianity, and Civility, and Occaſions will 


« give you Leave. Take it from me, the Time 
| P ,n 
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having fi 


— 


i ſpent in your Study, you will generally find ſpent 


« moſt profitably, and moſt comfortably. 


He failed from New-England, Fuly 3. 1657, and 


in five Weeks reached England. In the following 
Month, he went from London to Lancaſhire, where 
his Father's Friends received him with great Reſpect. 


In September he failed from Liverpool to Dublin, and 
arrived there in twenty four Hours. His eldeſt Bro- 


ther received him with all Tenderneſs, and was as a 


Father to him, and, by his Advice, he entered his 
Name in Trinity College. In October he fell ſick of 


Dr. IN REASEH MATH ER. 9 


* 


the Meaſles; his Brother Eleazar then lying ſick of 


the ſame Diſeaſe in New-England. Soon after, the 
Small-Pox arreſted him, from which, by God's 
Mercy, he was recovered. In the Year 1658, June 
24, he proceeded Maſter of Arts in Trinity College, 

| it performed the Exerciſes required by the 
Statutes of that Univerſity. The Proctor, and 


C 


a mY of the Fellows, who differed from him in Prin- 


of his Sentiments. | 
But the Scholars were ſo pleaſed with the Wit 


and polite” Learning of his Exerciſes, that they pub- 
lickly Hummed him; which was an unexpected 


iffes, as to Eccleſiaſtical Polity, gave him all the 
- Diſcouragement which they durſt, on the Account 


Compliment, not being in Uſe in the Academy of 


New-Englaxd. ee SEED 
Here he engaged the Eſteem and Reſpect of all 
the Scholars of the beſt Character. Dr. Winter, the 
Provoſt of the College, took great Notice of him; 
and his Son, Mr. Jeſiah Winter, contracted a great 
Intimacy with Mr. Mather. He was choſen Fellow 


of the College, but did not accept it. He had alfo 
| ſeveral Invitations to preach, and the Lord Deputy 


aligned him to Maralfelt, but on the Road he was 
taken fo very ſick, that he was under a Neceſſity 
of returning to Dublin. The Air of [reland not 
agreeing with his Conſtitution, he reſolved upon a 

9 | CG Return 
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Return to England; though the -Lord-Deputy aſſured 


him, that he ſhould not want Encouragement in Ireland, 
while he ſhonld be in Power there. This Perſon 
was the Lord Henry Cronpwel, who in the Time of 


his Government, acquitted himſelf with ſo much 


Honour and Integrity, that when he voluntarily 


| retired to his Eſtate in England, upon the Changes 
approaching, he was not known to have one perſonal - 


Enemy 1n the Kingdom. | 
Mr. Mather had an Invitation to Sedwell's in 


Exon, procured by another elder Brother, Mr. Na- 


thanael Mather, at that Time a conſiderable Miniſter 
in thoſe Parts: He accordingly took a Voyage back 
to England. At London he became acquainted with 
that great Man, Mr. John How, who perſuaded 


Mr. Mather to lay aſide his Thoughts of Seawell, 
and to accept of Great Torrington in Devonſhire. Here 


he ſpent ſome Months, preaching to a great Audi- 


tory. He had then an Opportunity of viſiting his 
Brother, Who was a Miniſter greatly eſteemed{at - 


Barnſtable. Upon the Protector's Death, Mr. Ho, 
(who had been his Domeſtick Chaplain) returned 
to his old People at Torrington ; at which Time, 
Colonel Bingham, Governor of Guernſey, invited him 
to preach unto the Engliſb Gariſon there. He went 
thither April 1659, where he preached every Lord's- 
Day Morning at the Caſtle, in the Afternoon at the 
Town called Peter's Port, where many of the French 
People, who underſtood Engliſb, were his Audi- 
tors. | 

Here obſerving the Lord's-Day to be much pro- 
faned, he preached on the Fourth Commandment, with 
ſuch Succeſs, that it produced a conſiderable Re- 


formation in the Iſland. | 
It was not long before his Friends in En land 


urged him to return. The Church at Sandwich 
ſent him an Invitation, with all their Names ſubſcrib- 


ed to it, requeſting him to accept the Paſtoral 


Charge 


2 : . a "In 
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Dr. INCREASE MATHER. 11 
Charge among them. This he declined, and one 


Reaſon for his ſo doing, was, that he had a legal 
Title procured for him to a Place in Glouceſter, by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Reverend Mr. Fames Forbes,” 


and his Friends. | . 

He did, when at Glouceſter, uſually preach twice on 
the Lord's-Day, and would willingly bn continued 
there, but foreſeeing an approaching Revolution, he 
returned to Guernſey, Where he had not been long, 
before King Charles the Second was reſtored. 

He was expoſed to Inſults on the Account of his 
refuſing to drink Healths : The King iſſuing out a 
Proclamation againſt it, gave ſome Countenance to 
him, in his abſtaining from, and reproving of a looſe 


Practice. 


About this Time, General Monł ſent a Demand 
upon all commiſſioned Officers in thoſe Parts to 
ſubſcribe a Paper, wherein they declared, That they 
'believed the Times now, were, and would be happy. 
Mr Mather declined ſubſcribing to the Paper, and 
thereupon the Deputy-Governor, who highly valued 
hin, the like. The Chaplain of Fer/ey inform- 
ed Monk: that the Reaſon, why ſuch Compliments 
did not come from Guernſey, as did from Ferſey, 
was, becauſe Mr. Mather was there. This incenſed 
the General, who. told the Governor, (Colonel 
Weaver, who was then at London) that Mr. father: 
ſhould be ſent for: But the Governor, though of 
Mons appointing, and one whom Mr. Mather had 
never ſeen, did divert the threatned Storm. 

The Salary at Guernſey was one hundred and twenty 
Pounds Sterling, and every one thought he would 
loſe his Arrearg, which were above one hundred 
Pounds ; the : — Big becauſe one who had been a 
Communicant with Mr. Griffth's Church, and had 
changed his Principles, was -made Deputy-Governor. 
He returned the Muſter Roll, without Mr. Mather's 
it. When the Matter was debated in Lon- 
a 1 d4on, 
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don, before the Commiſſioners, a Difficulty was ſtart. 
ed, that Creſcentius could not be the ſame with In- 
creaſe. Divine Providence ſo ordered it, that Mon- 
ſieur Martin, a Deacon of the French Church at 


Peter's Port, hearing of the Queſtion made about it, 


appeared and affirmed, that Mr. Mather was offici- 
ating in Guernſey, at the Time then ſpoken of, and 
offered to take his Oath of it; the Matter iſſued in 
his being paid his Arrears before any of the Ga- 
mion, - . | : Eu : 
Sir Hugh Pollard being made Governor of the 
Iſland, Mr. Mather muff either conform or relin- 
quiſh this Place: He took leave of Guernſey, March 1, 
1660, and next Day came to Weymouth: He remain- 
ed in thoſe Parts about four Months, frequently 
reaching without any Salary. He was too appre- 
— of the Storm that was coming, to be pre- 
vailed on, by the Perſuaſion of his Friends in Dor- 
ſetſhire, to ſtay in England; and notwithſtanding he 
was offered a Living of ſome hundreds a Year, if 
he would forſake his Principles, he choſe rather to 
truſt God's Providence, than violate the Tranquili- 
ty of his Mind. Mr. Samuel Bellingham obtained a 
romiſe from him, to travel into other Parts of Eu- 
rope. But ſomething fell out, that compelled that Gen- 
tleman to go to Holland, before the Time agreed up- 
on for the Tour, which releaſed him from the En- 
gagement. All Things concurred to direct him to 
3 Return to his native Country. . 
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Mr. Mathers Voyage back to New-England. 
His Marriage. His Paſtoral Charge at 


Boſton. 


R. Mather embarked for Neu- Eng- 
land, in a Veſſel bound from Wey- 

cr, where he came in Auguſt: 
and after ten Days Stay on that Iſland, he went on 


Board a Veſſel W N to Neu- England, and arriv- 


ed there September the firſt. 
. He came to Dorcheſter unexpected, at the fame 
Time his Brother Eleaxar was juſt come thither 


from a remote Town, where he had a Paſtoral 


Cn. 

The Surprize was as great, as it was pleaſing to 
his aged Father; who had the Satisfaction, to hear 
his two Sons preach the next Day in his Pulpit. 
He had ſeveral Invitations, to exereiſe his Mini- 
ſtry, from different Places. The firſt Winter he 
preached alternately, one Lord's-Day with his Father 
at Dorcheſter, the other at the New Church in the 
North Part of Boſton ; which at length obtained him, 
notwithſtanding twelve other Places ſolicited his ſet- 
tling with them. 


H. 2. He married in Boſton the Daughter of Mr. 


John Cotton, in Honour to whom he named his eldeſt 
Son Cotton, as Dr. Lightfoor had before him named 


one of his Sons, to ſhew his Gratitude to a generous 


Patron of that Name. She was a Perſon humble in 
her Conduct, and much addicted to Prayer, often 
letting apart whole Days, for Faſting and private 
1 SO | Devotion. 
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„ ern, 
Devotion. She died fifty Vears after her Mar- 


lage. 
f Their eldeſt Son, Dr. Cotton Mather, was the 


Writer of the Church Hiſtory of New-England, 
which met with different Acceptation from . 
Sorts of Perſons. He is alſo the Author of diverſe 


Treatiſes printed at London, and of many more pub- 


liſhed in New-Enpland, © | 
Their ſecond Son was Mr. Nathanael Mather, 


who died at the Age of nineteen. He was a Perſon 


of conſiderable Learning : His Life, intitled, Early 
Piety exemplified, has been three Times printed. 

Mr. Philip Henry bought a conſiderable Number 
of them to give away. Mr. Matthew Mead wrote 
a Preface to the ſecond Edition. 8 

Their third Son, Mr. Samuel Mather, is a Mini. 
ſter, that has paſt a great Part of his Life in a reti- 
red manner. He has written ſeveral Books, but with- 
out his Name prefixed, except to a Diſcourſe con- 


cerning the Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt, and another ih- 


titled, a Vindication of the holy Bible, 8c. this laſt is 
dedicated to Dr. Calamy, who has been the chief En- 


courager of his Studies. | 
They had ſeven Daughters; a rare Felicity has 


attended them as to their Children, eight of which 


have received the Lord's Supper at the fame Commu- 
nion with their Parents. But to return | 

F. 3. It was a conſiderable Time before he woul 
conſent to accept the Paſtoral Charge. He at length. 


complied, and on ay 27, 1664. he was with great 


Solemnity ordained, when his Father gave him the 
Charge. I have been ſurprized, that no juſt Treatiſe has 
been publiſhed about Temptations, which are pecu- 
har to the ſacred Office. With a Deſign to re- 
heve ſome, into whoſe Hands this hiſtorical Account 
may fall, I ſhall relate ſome of the Trials, which 
Mr. Mather was attended with, after he had entered 
D oo 

1 | One 


* * 


the Exiſtence of a God. The Devil knew he ſhould 


prevent any ſort of Uſefulneſs from one, who was 
not ſettled in the Belief of this Article. Under 
theſe Trials Mr. Mather took Delight in reading 


Fotherby's Atheomaſtix, and others, who have writ- 


ten in Defence of the Exiſtence of God, and of 


the Divine Original of the holy Scriptures. Dr. 
Manton gave it as his Advice to Candidates in Di- 


vinity, to read and ſtudy well Dr. Stilling fleet's 


Origines Sacre, and Grotius de Veritare, &c. to eſta- 
bliſn them in the Belief of what they were to 
reach. „ 
: One Thins, that ſettled his Belief of the Exiſtence 
of an infinitely good and powerful Being, was the 
remarkable Anſwer that he had to his Prayers, 
which he had offered for the Obtainment of Bleſ- 
« ſings. 17 5 | 
| Hie did, many Years after he had vanquiſhed this 
. Aſſault of the Adverſary, publiſh a Diſcourſe enti- 
tuled, There is a God in Heaven. | 


Being every where admired for his Performances, 


and uncommon Applauſes attending his Miniſtry, 
that he might not be elated, he had another ſort of 
Trial to encounter. The French Synods have com- 
plained of the Sin of Ingratitude towards their 
Miniſters, in not allowing them ſuch Subſiſtence as 
was ſuitable ; the want of which threatned them with 


an entire Diſſipation. Mr. Mather, being under an 


Engagement, which his People believed was not to 
be diſſolved, they became very flack in allowing 
him a decent Maintenance. In this Caſe, had he 
made Complain » to Man, it would have obſtructed 
the Succeſs of his Miniſtry. He therefore took a 
more wiſe Courſe 3 he recommended his Affairs to 
Divine Providence, which did not fail him. Seve- 
ral Gentlemen of good Eſtates, and generous Spi- 
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One Trial was an Aſſault made upon his Faith, 
as to the grand fundamental Article of Religion, 
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agances. 0 


rits, became Members of his Church, who took 


care that he ſhould not be treated unworthily. A- 


mong them, was Sir Thomas Temple, as fine a Gen- 
tleman as ever reſided in New-England, 2 
The Value his Church had tor him was ſuch, as 

to ſuffer no farther Neglects robe committed. They 
ſhewed an uncommon Reſpect to him, when. he was 


abſent four Years in _— (employed for the 


Good of the Province, of which hereafter) continu- 
ing his Salary ; and when for ſeveral Years, in the 
declining Part of his Life, he was: diſabled from. 
Publick Service, they continued to him his large 
Salary, entire; and advanced confiderable Allowances 
for ſome young Divines, who ſupplied his Place. 
In fine, they are, and have been, à Pattern to all 
Churches, whoſe Miniſters are ſubſiſted by a volun- 
tary Contribution. LT lr! Cue 


H. 4. Being careful how he ſpent his Time, he 
Was very diligent in his Study; and it was evident 


he did not huddle up his Lord's-Day's Perform- 
He conſtantly kept a Diary, noting every | Day, 
in few Words, what he had been employed about, 
and the Temper of his own Mind: and would com- 
plain if he had loſt a. great Part of a Day, either in 


receiving or giving Viſits. 8115 
The very great Progreſs, which he made in diverſe 
Sorts of Literature, was the Effect of his cloſe Ap- 
plication to 'reading. He knew that Learning, 
where ſerious Piety was wanting, would be an Im- 
belliſhmenr, that would aggravate a Miniſter's Con- 
demnation. He was, therefore, watchful over him- 
ſelf, that he might maintain a ſerious Frame of 
Mind; which was accompanied with ſuch an unat- 
fected Gravity of Behaviour, as ſtruck all Perſons 
with a ſenſible Aweat his Preſence. _ N 2 
F. 5. Uſually once in a Month, before the Cele 
bration of the Lord's Supper, he kept a Day for ſo- 
lemn Prayer, with Faſting. "5 


/ 


in a warm Temper. 


Gentlemen. | hy 
9. 6. When Mr. Mather firſt returned to New- 


— — he found the Country deeply engaged in a 


Dr. IoREASsSIHMATHIR. 17 


Ve inſerted in his Dy more "eſpecial Oc- 
he Mercies, which in the 


caſions of his ſo doing: T 


Courſe of Divine Providence he received, were 


alſo inſerted, when he kept Days of private 
Thankſgiving. He diſcovered an extraordinary Se- 
nouſnels of Mind, when at the Table of the Lord; 
eſpecially at one Article of Supplication, which was 
for the Children of the Communicants: Nor were 
theſe Prayers loſt. Many of them, as they advanced 


in Years, diſcovered they were no Strangers to Chri- 


ſtianity, both as to Faith and Practice. I am ſen- 
ſible, that ſome make theſe Things to be nothing 
but the melting of the Brain, by chance happening 

But they ſpeak according to their Experience, 
and having themſelves never been affected with a 
deep Senſe of their own Guilt and Unworthineſs, 


and of the aſtoniſhing Mercy of God to fallen Man, 
they pray without any great Concern of Mind, or 
Impreſſions of either Delight or Sorrow ; and if 
they chance to hear of any Thing beyond this, they 


are very Philoſophical, and reduce it to Mechaniſm 
or Chimera. 8 

Ihe holy Scripture, and the bleſſed Spirit of God, 
are little beholden to theſe ſedate and ſerene temper'd 


* > 


Diſpute about the Church Stare of their Poſterity. 
Two Parties were ſoon formed, the one called Syno- 
dalicus, becauſe they fell in with the Synod convened 
at Boſton, 1662. One Thing they defined was, That 
Church Members, who Were admitted in Minority, un- 
derſtanding the Doctrine of Faith, and publicklyprofeſſing 
their Aſent thereto, not ſcandalous in Life, and ſolemnly 
ning the Covenant before the Church, wherein they 
give up themſelves and their Children to the Lord, and 

— „ ſubiect 
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ſubebt themſelves to the Govertiment of (Chriſt in the 
Church, their Children are ro be baptized. '\ -\\ 
There were ſome Who had not ſuch a Latitude, 
and formed the Antiſjnodalian Party. The Chief 
of them was Mr. Charles Chawncey, the moſt learned 
Prefident : of Harvard College „ who wrote a Book 
intieled, Axtiſynodalia Americans: This was anſwer- 
ed by Mr. 7ohm Allin, a Mam highly valued. It 
fell out in this Controverſy, that Mr. Mather differs 
ed in his Sentiments from his Father; but there 
was no leſſening of his Father's Tenderneſs towards 
him, or of his Veneration for his Father. 771 | 
Mr. Davenport wrote againſt the Synod, a Book 
which he intitled, Another Eſſay for the Inveſtigation 
of the Truth, To this was prefixed, an Apologeti- 
cal Preface, written by Mr. Mitchel: both Parties 
owned, that he had ſaid: all that could be ſaid in De- 
fence of the Principle he had eſpouſed, and that the 
Argument loſt. nothing of its Strength by his ma- 
nagingof it. die ne 
It was appointed that Mr. Richard Mather ſhould 
anſwer Mr. Davenport, who did it with clear Rea- 
ſoning, and ſuch a reſpectful Uſage of his Antago- 
niſt, as gave Mr. Higginſon of Salem occaſion to lay, 
— was.'a Pattern for all Anſwerers to the end of the 
But to anſwer Mr. Increaſe Mather, the Synod 
pitched on Mr. Mitchel, of whom Mr. Baxter has 
ſaid, that if there could be convened an Occumenical 
Council of the whole World, Ar. Mitchel would be 
Wortiy to be the Moderator of it. The Arguments 
and Anſwers are abridged in the New-England Church 
Hiſtory (I do not mean the Hiſtory in two Vo- 
lumes Octavo, but the Magnalia, &c.) Mr. Ma- 
ther plainly ſaw, the Truth was on Mr, Mitchels 
Side, and did that which few Men care to do, that 
is to ſay, own the Truth to be on the Side. of his 
Adverfary, whom he had always highly _— 
* 3 an 


A 


and i whoſe Poſterity. findd) Mt. Adhabells Death; 
be bewed: very. greatReſpe@aſi © ono", 10. 
Nor ought any ond to reprbach a Man, who is 
ſo ſincere; as to own his being convinced; . becauſe 
he is not -{o, 0bſtinate; as ſtifly to miajarain what his 
Conſciencei cells him is an Err. 
Dr. Owens to take off the. Charge of Iuconſtancy, 
laid upon him for his appearing pn Behalf of Can- 
gegationai Principles, as to Church Diſcipline, ſays, 
He that can glory, that in fourteen Bars hie has 
not altered non improved his Conueptions of ſome Things, 
of no greater Importance than that mentioned, ſhall not 
have me for hit Riad: ... 00 ho nn 
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Mr. Mather's Principles as to Toleration. 
His Opinion about the Converſion. of” the 
JLTHO' the great Light of Africa, (as has 
been obſerved by ſome, who have read the 
Fathers) was. once of the ſame Opinion 


ſed a juſt Abhorrence of forcing Religion upon 
a Man by Perſecution; yet afterwards he changed 
bis Mind, being willing to juſtify ſome Violences, 
offered by the Carholicks in that Age to the Donariſts. 
What Horror muſt it produce, to-confider what is 
reported concerning the moſt faithleſs and bloody 
Tyrant in the World! He could not be prevailed 
upon to reſcind all his Edicts, in favour. of the 
moſt loyal Subjects that ever lived, until the Epiſtles 
of ſo great a Saint as Auguſtine, unto Bonifacius and 


Vicentius were (hewn unto him; and yet in thoſe, 


D 2 and 


om 
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with the Aute-Nicene Fathers, who expreſ- 
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and in the.other Epiſtles, publiſhed by the Archbi- 
ſhop of Paris, ro juſtify the moſt accurſed Perſe- 
cution that ever was known, his Arguments are but 
trifling. : 8 e eee 
What Mr. Mathers Principles were, as to this 
Matter, ſhall be related. New-England, being a Coun- 
try planted by a People, whoſe Deſign was to main⸗ 
tain the Faith and Order of the Goſpel in Evangelical 
Churches, and to tranſmit them down. to Poſterity; 
and their Commonwealth being looked on as autho- 
rized of God to preſerve their Churches; and the 
Civil Rulers eſteemed, not only Members, but Pro- 
tectors of the Churches; there were Laws enacted, 
which inflicted Puniſhment on the Broachers of 
rnicious Errors, and on them who made Invaſions 
on the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, which was eſteemed 
the higheſt Glory, and chief Intereſt of the 
Country. The Jes did not ever value themſelves 
more for the * at Feruſalem, than the People 
of. that Province for their primitive Model of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Polity. 5 . „„ 
Toleration was of Courſe declared againſt, as bring- 
ing more Miſchiefs into the Church, than the Tro- 
jan Horſe into the City, whoſe Ruin ſoon followed 
its Admiſſion. It was commonly ſaid, Antichriſt 
was coming in at the back Door, by a general Liberty of | 
Mr. Mather never was for carrying Matters to 
Extremities ; and utterly difliked the bitter Spirit 
which he ſaw in ſome, who had a great Influence 
on publick Adminiſtrations. It is a Pity any of 
thoſe Laws ſhould ſtand on Record, ſome of which 
were never executed, and all of them long ſince re- 
pealed. VU 
It is true, he ſuppoſed the Civil Magiſtrate might 
reſtrain Seducers; but upon maturer Thoughts, he 
became fully fatisfied with what our Saviour decla- 
red, that Tares muſt be tolerated, and was utter} 
| | | 3 again 


— 


. 


| 5 75 the nonſenſieal Way of converting Men to 
the 


Faith by Penalties. It is plain, the Man who is 


* 


to Life and to civil Enjoyments; and it is not his 

ing of this or that O inion in Religion, but his do- 
ing of ſomething, which directly tends to the Hurt 
or Subverſion of humane Society,” that forfeits this 


a good Neighbour, and a good Subject, has a = 


with Arheiſm, Profaneneſ#, and a Contempt of Mo- 
rality, which deſtroy the Ligaments of humane So- 
ciety, they can lay no Chim to a Toleration. 

A good Subject has a Title to all temporal Poſſeſ- 
ſions ſand Enjoyments, before he is a Chriſtian; and 


it looks odd, that a Man ſhould forfeit his Title, 


upon his embracing the Faith, or becauſe he does 
not happen to be a Chriſtian of the uppermoſt Party 
among the Subdiviſions, "8 
All Acts of Religion, produced by external Com- 
pulſion, are in no wiſe acceptable to God; but, on 
+ the contrary, a Contempt of him who ſearches the 
I know it is pleaded, that Orthodoxy ought to 
be uppermoſt, and ſupporred, and Hererodoxy to 
be fa reſſed. But the uppermoſt Side is always 
Orthodox ; and when there is a Revolution in the 
Civil State, it ceaſes to be ſo of Courſe. They, 


| Who are moſt vehement for oppreſſing an inferior 


Party, when the Tables are turned, reſent their being 
perſecuted, as deeply as others. +7351 _ 


The puniſhing of Idolaters with Death, among 
the Mraelites, ought not to be urged in Defence of 


Perſecution. The Land of Canaan was held by Deed 
of Gift from God immediately ; and the Condition, 
by which they held their Title to it, was their Ob- 
ſervation of the Law of Moſes, in which Idolatry 
was expreſly forbid, and the committing of it was 
High-Treaſon ; they being under a Theocracy, did 
. | en thereby 


As to the Blaſphemies and Eſſays to poyſon Men 
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thereby renounce their Allegiance: to God their So- 


vereign. At the ſame Time Foreigners, who Fang 


to the Land of Canaan, were not compelled to 
embrace the Moſaick Laws and when many of the 
Zews fell into the groſſeſt Hereſies, yer while they 
Cc. the Magifcrere inflicted no civil Penalty. . 


The cees overthrew ſome fundamental Prin- 


 ciples of Religion; yet we do not find that the 


bleſſed Jeſus reproached the Phariſees, for not perſe- 
cuting them as they could have done. 


The Chriſtian: Faith brings us into n | earthly 


Canaan, and has no Weapons but what are ſpiricual : 


and it muſt be allowed, as moſt agreeable to Chriſti- 
an Religion, that the only Puniſhment inflicted on 
the Erroneous, ſhould be Inſtruction ; which if they 
will not Regard, their eternal Perdition is owing to 
themſelves. £2 364 7 

As to the ſanguinary Laws againſt the Quakers in 
New-England, Mr. Mather was in Europe, when made 


and executed, and he had (bleſſed be God) neither 


Part nor Lot in that execrable Fact. 2 85 5 
There were ſome others in New-England, who 
differed from the Churches there, in no other Arti- 


cle, but that of Infant-Baptiſin. Mr. Mather ws 


ſo far from treating them in an unchriſtian Manner, 


| that he bore a Part in ordaining 2 Paſtor to a Church 


of Baptiſts in Boſton. As for them, who cannot hold 
Communion with other Chriſtians, who differ from 
them in no Point that touches any fundamental Ar- 
tick of Chriſtianity, they are welcome to enjoy their 


own Sentiments: bur they do well to forbear.cen- 


ſuring others, whoſe Principles allow them to join 
at the Lord's-Supper with thoſe, whom 1 h 
of Charity they ought to believe Chriſt owns #5 

his Diſciples in this World, and to whom, at the 
Day of Judgment, he will fay, Come ye Bleſſed. 

z FS. tet 


g, 2. It was the ancient Faith of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that in the later Ages of the World, there 
would be great Peace enjoyed by the Church of, 
God, the Fews reſtored to it, and that foreign Ad- 
verſaries ſhould not invade the Faithful, nor. they 
diſturb one another; concerning which I ſhall briet» 
ly give Mr. 24aher's Thoughts, About the Year 
1665, the Jes were under great Expectations about 
the Appearance of their Maſſiah. One Sabbatai Sevi, 
a. Few, appeared at Smyrna, proclaiming himſelf the 
Meſſiah, and was embraced as ſuch by ſome of his 


infatuated Countrymen. He was very well verſed 


in Hebrew Learning; he travelled to ſeveral Places, 
particularly to Feruſalem, where he ſet up for the 
Meſſiah, and was joined by one Nathan, who was to 
act the Part of Elias, and then would aboliſn their 
Faſts as improper, now the Meſſiah was come. 
Nathan propheſies, that Sabbatai ſhould within two 
Vears depoſe the Grand. Seignior, and lead him in 
Chains. At Gaza, many Proſelytes were made by 
him, whom he exhorted to repent, and to believe 
on himſelf. Sabbatai reſolves for Smyrna, and then for 
Conſtantinople. He was - adored by the People at 
Smprna, though the Chacham forbad it, on which 
Account he was removed from his Office: Here 
four hundred of Both Sexes propheſied of his grow- 
ing Kingdom. Upon this he became ſo inſolent, as to re- 


quire the Jews no longer to pray for the Grand Seignior 


in their Synagogues. He elected Princes to lead the 
People to the Holy Land, and there to adminiſter 
123 The People preſſed to ſee him work ſome 


iracles ; and being before the Cadi, (a Magiſtrate) 


ſome affirmed, they ſaw a Pillar of Fire between 


him and Sabbatai. Others ſwore to the Truth 


of it, and the Belief of it ſo far prevailed, that now 


the Man was to be ſhunned as Excommunicated, 


who would not on Sabbatai to be the Meſſiah, 
He reſolves for C. P. where he came after a * 
7 * f 
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fome Voyage, in Tauaauy 1666. The Viziey ſends 
for, and confines him in a loathſome Priſon ; from 
thence he was removed to the Dardanells, to prevent 
Inſurrections in the, Vixier s Abſence, who was go- 
ing to Caudia. The Fews ſuppoſed, the Tarks could 
not, or durſt not, take away his Life. Here his 


Countrymen came from Poland, Germany, Leghorn, 


Fenice, and other Places, to viſit him; among others, 
Nehemiah Cohen from Poland proved a troubleſome 
Viſitant. He pretended there were to be two Meſs 


ſaahs, one the Son of Ephraim, who was to be a de- 


ſpiſed Teacher of the Law; the other the Son 
of David, who was to be a Conqueror.  Nehe- 


miah was to be the former, but expreſſed his Diſ- 
like at Sabbatai's Forwardneſs, in appearing as Son of 


David, before the Son of Ephraim had led him the 
Way. This produced a Quarrel; Nehemiah goes 
to Adrianople, and informs the Chief Miniſters a+ 

ainſt Sabbatai as a dangerous Man. | | 


The Grand  Seignior ſends for the Impoſtor, and 


requires a' Miracle of him; which was, that Sabbatai 


ſhould be ſet up as a Mark for his Archers to ſhoot 


oF at, and if the : Arrows pierced not. his: Fleſh, he { | 
would own him to be the- Meſſiah. Here the Cou- 


rage of Sabbatai failed him, not venturing to make 
the Experiment. The Grand Seigniar threatens to 
impale him alive; upon which he conſents to turn 
AMahometan, to the great Confuſion of the Fews. 
The Engliſh Reader may pleaſe to conſult Biſhop 


| Kidaer's Demonſtration, par. 3. — 4 10. for a farther 


Account of Sabbatai, and ſome other Impoſtors. 
The Report of theſe Commotions reached New- 


England, and gave occaſion to Mr. Mather to en- 


tertain his Auditory at a Lecture, which he preach- 
ed monthly, with eſaborate Diſcourſes on Rom. xi. 26. 
All Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. He publickly declared, that 
he believed the Motions then talked of would come 
to nothing. He believed a Time would come, * 
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the 1/aelitiſh Nation ſhould be converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, and bereſtored to the Poſſeſſion of the 
Land of their Anceſtors. Theſe-Sertnons were pub⸗ 
liſhed in London. Mr. Greenhill, Mr. Hooke, and 
Mr. Davenport, wrote prefatory Commendations of 
them. And Mr. Caryl, the Author of the Comment 
on Job, when he had read the Book, ſaid, It as 4 
rare thing, to find any where a Conjunction of ſo much ee {| 
| Learning and Piety, as was in the Writer of that Treas = 


tiſe. Twenty Years after, when he was in London, 1 
a Gentleman complimented him, as having long ago 0 
read a valuable Treatiſe, written, as he ſuppoſed, by 3 
his learned and pious Father, upon the AMyſtery of 0 
Iſrael's Salvation. After this, he purſued his Study - 
of the prophetical Part of Scripture. He highly W 
| eſteemed the Writings of that profound Scholar, = 
Joſeph Mede, and did for the moſt Part fall in with _ . 
his Sentiments about the Deſtruction of Antichriſt; 3 
the calling of the Fes, the firſt and ſecond Reſur- 3 
rection, and the Millennium. He alſo wrote a Latin 1 
Book, which was printed in Holland, intituled, Dia. 
triba de Signo Filii Hominis, & de ſecundo Meſſiæ ad- 1 
ventu. Which Book fo pleaſed Mr. Matthew Mead, "v 


that he made it his Yade Mecum, when he travelled 
in the Lou-Countries. When he was compiling 
| theſe Books, and when he was writing any Book, 
ne would implore Aſſiſtance from God, and a Bleſ- 
ling on his Works; both which were evidently 
granted. DEE. . 


CHAP, 
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gegangen gassgendadss 
CHAP. V. 
Adverſities and Sickneſs. 


0 Man paſſes through this World 
SW without Afflictions. Mr. Mather 
N had his Share. 
= In April 1669, his Father being 
Moderator of a Synod,. convened at 
Boſton, was there taken ſo ill, that he was obliged to 


return to Dorcheſter, Mr. Mather waiting on him. 


thither. After little more than a Week's Torture 
with the Stone, which he bore with great Reſignation, 
he expired. The Hiſtory of his Life is in Mr. S. 


# 


muel Clark's Collection. This was a ſenſible Afflic- 


tion to Mr. Mather, who, in a dutiful Manner, at- 


tended on his Father in his laſt Hours. 


On Fuh following, his Brother Eleaxar died, | 
which obliged him to take a Journey to Northampton, 


for the Aſſiſtance of the Widow and People there: 
A violent Fever ſeized him at this Town. + 

Several ſerious Chriſtians ſet apart a Day of 
Prayer for his Recovery. He was delivered from 
extream Pain, but the Fever continued ; which oc- 


caſioned the keeping of three ſeveral Days of Faſt- | 


ing and Prayer, on his Behalf, His Church at Boſton 
kept a Faſt for him, and ſent a Phy fician to attend 


him in his Tllneſs. God was merciful in reſtoring. 
him, in due Time, to Health. Whilſt the Sicknels 


was upon him, he enjoyed an happy Serenity of 
Mind. He was reſigned as to Life or Death; the 


great Reaſon of his deſiring Life was, that he might 


be ſerviceable to the Intereſts of Religion. 


He 
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He returned to Boſton, but his Strength was ſo 


proſtrated, that he lay confined all the Winter, and it 
was doubtful, whether his publick Work was not 
over. This brought on him an Ephialtes, which, at 
Times, followed him the Remainder of his Life. 
| Notwithſtanding reduced to this low State of 
Health, he was not without Hope of being conti- 
nued to honour God in the Diſcharge of his Of- 

fice, becauſe in many Places he was prayed for. 
God had brought him to his own Houſe, after the 
Fever was removed, and many were deſirous of his 
Life; and he himſelf was, more than ever, deſirous of 
performing ſomething, . what he had yet 
done, for the Glory of God. : 


In the Spring, 4. D. 1670, he returned to his 


Pulpit, and entertained his Hearers with a Diſcourſe 
on Pſal. xciv. 12. For perfecting of his Health, it 
was thought adviſable, that he ſhould drink Mineral 
Waters. Accordingly he took Lodgings at Lyn, 
where he might have the Benefit of a Chalybear 
Spring, that was well known through the Co- 
dou. "= | 
He ſpent a conſiderable Part of his Retirement, in 
this Place, in Devotion. He was in hopes that 


God, who deſigns eternal Glory for the Body, as 


well as for the Soul of a ſincere Chriſtian, would 
grant him a confirmed Health; which heprincipally 
deſired, that he might be in a Capacity of actively 
glorify ing his Redeemer. Whilſt under a languiſh- 
ing State of Health, he had a Dejectedneſs of Mind, 
as is uſual with Men, whoſe Animal Spirits have 
loſt any Degree of their Vigour; but as Health, in 
God's Time, which is always beſt, returned, the 
Grievance was removed. 5 8 
Once, as he was returning Home from Lyn, a pious 
Perſon deſired thoſe who were with him to go on, 
and then addreſſed Mr. Mather in Words to this Ef- 
fe, * I am troubled at my Condition. I am 


E 2 « afraid 


* _ 
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« afraid I grieve the good Spirit of God, by not 
ce being ſo cheerful as I ought to be. I am deject. 
« ed, and when under Afflictions, lay them too 
« much to Heart; and herein, I doubt, I offend fo . 
ce gracious a Father as God has been to me. He 
was aſtoniſhed at the hearing of theſe Paſſages, which 
he applied to himſelf. Ls 5 
Soon after he wrote his Father's Life, which has 
been ſeveral Times printed, He alſo publiſhed the 
laſt Sermons of his Brother Eleazar, on 1 King. 
viii. 57. addreſſed to them who were coming to act 


upon the Stage. 


He likewiſe prepared for the Preis, a Book, inti- 
tuled, Important Truths about Converſion, which was 
printed at London; and ſeveral Years after, he ſaw it 
reprinted at Boſton, with a Preface of Dr. Owen's, 
who therein gives him a valuable Character, and, a- 


mong other Things, ſays, It is known unto all, to 


whom he is known, that he is a Perſon of ſingular good 

Learning and Reading. 5 | 
In his Diary, 1670, he wrote down ſome Things, 

which he principally deſired, as, that he might do ſome 

ſpecial Service for God before he left the World : That he 

Good after his Deceaſe. 

As to Sufferings, he was not unwilling to go 


might leave ſomething behind him, that might be doing of 


through them, by the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace. 


Allow me to' tranſcribe a few Lines, which I 
have read. I here take the Opportunity of ad- 
* moniſhing young Divines to ſhun unwary Withes, 
* about the Dealings of God's Providence with 
them. Archbiſhop Uſher, the Glory of his Age, 
* did give this Advice to ſome, who thought At- 
* flictions a neceſſary Mark of Adoption. That 
no Chriſtian ſhould tempt God to ſhew ſuch 2 
„ Sign, as a Mark of his paternal Love; but to 
e wait and be prepared for them, and patient under 


them, and to conſider the Intention of them,- 


Dr. IN REASE MATHER. 29 
sc as to be the better for them. This incomparable 
c Perſon, had, in his Youth, earneſtly prayed, that 
cc God would deal with him in that Way: and from 
cc that Time, he was not without various Afflicti- 
« ons throughout the whole Courſe of his Life. It 
« is certainly moſt adviſable, to let Providence rule 
« the World, without preſcribing what Meaſures 
« ſhall be taken, as to our own particular Af- 
« fairs. OT | 


Had Mr. Mather wiſhed, that he might, when 


paſt active Service for the Honour, of God, ſuffer 
Martyrdom ; He had an Equivalent granted to him 
in the laſt Weeks of his Life, as will be ſhewn in 
the Sequel. 8 : 
6. 2. Perſonal Afflictions are, generally ſpeaking, 
more ſenſibly reſented, than the general Calamities 
that invade the Publick, except by generous Minds. 
Mr. Mather was deeply affected with rhe deplorable 
State of his native Country, by a War that raged 
in ſeveral Parts of the Province, In the Year 1674, 
he took Norice of the prevailing Sins of the Time 
and concluding, that Divine Juſtice would appear 
in ſome Judgment on the Place, he preached a Ser- 
mon on Ezek, vii. 7. The Day of Trouble is near, 
It was printed, and the Reverend Mr. Urian Oakes, 
in his Preface to it, calls it a ſolid, ſuccinct, and com- 

prehenſrve Diſcourſe. This was ſoon diſperſed through 
the Country ; and it had a Shadow of ſomethin 
propherical in it, for notwithſtanding New-Emxpland 
was at that Time in a profound Peace, yet the next 
proved the moſt bloody Year, that had been known 
ſince the firſt Plantation of the Colonies. 

Philip, an Indian King, ſeduced the Natives into 
a War, the Fury of which was extended to the great- 
eſt Part of the Country. | | 


The Hiſtory of that War has been written by ſe= 
veral Hands, and is in the Magnalia, &c. to which 1 


mult refer the Reader, M 


1 


-, BY The LIFE of 

Mr. Mather took occaſion to reprove, in the moſt 
publick Manner, thoſe Miſcarriages, which he judged 
had provoked God to execute the Puniſhment of 
War on the Land. 7 pn 5 

At the ſame Time, there being a ſad Proſpect of 
a general Poverty coming on the Province, many be- 
ing reduced to great Penury, by the Ruin of their 
Houſes and Farms, he did, by his Letters, procure 
a Ship Load of Proviſion from the Charity of his 
Friends in Dublin; and from London a conſiderable 
Sum of Money, and many Garments, to be diſtri- 
buted among the Indigent. 

Divine Providence did, at length, deliver the Co- 
lonies from the War, and gave Anſwers to the Pray- 
ers that were with Fervency offered unto the Throne 
Once. . | 

It will be taken for granted, that Mr. Mather did, 
on all Occaſions of Worſhip, implore the Relief 
which was to be looked for in the chief Place from 
God. Nor did he, nor the holy Miniſters and - 
Chriſtians pray in vain. He, at a ſolitary Faſt, made 
it one Article of Requeſt, that God would deliver 
up Philip, who had been the Ringleader of the Vil- 
lanies and Barbarities, that had been committed in 
the War. It was not long, before this was accompliſh- 
ed; and Philip came to a tragical Death, as the Hiſtory 
of that War relates. 4 

S. 3. Another Trial befel Mr. Mather, in 1676, 
when his Houſe was burnt, and the North Church, 
with ſeveral Streets of Houſes. He loſt above one 
hundred Books out of his Library; and they were 
in great Meaſure made good, by the honourable Re- 
li& of Dr. Leonard Hoar. There is ſomething ſur- 
prizing in the Impreſſions which are made on Mens 
Minds, which are not to be accounted for by the 
Mechanick Laws of Matter and Motion. Mr. 
Mather had a ſtrange Apprehenſion of this Trial's 
coming on him, and his Friends in the * 

| | nod; 
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hood; and ſpoke of it publickly, as a Thing which 
he feared, as is well known to ſome who are now 
living, and was ſo to many who are dead. Whether 
he had obſerved ſome Vices 1 which Men 
would not reform; or becauſe, Deliverance from 
former Calamities was not ſo thankfully acknowledg- 
ed, as it ought to have been, he was afraid another 
ſort of Judgment would be executed, and that, be- 
ſides Fire and Sword, ſome mortal Sickneſs would 
ſeize the Place. He ſignified his Fears of the Event 
in publick. His Friends were concerned at it. But 
WT out, as he found, forin 1678, the Small-Pox 
proved a great Calamity to the Country. In Baſfon it 
was very mortal. 

$. 4. Theſe Trials raiſed a Concern in the Minds 
of ſeveral Miniſters, to enquire into the Reaſon of 
them. For as Divine Providence rules the World, 

we are on no account to ſuppoſe, that God delights 
in the Miſery of his Creatures; and conſequently, 
publick Judgments put Men in mind of publick 
Sins, which muſt be reformed, or a Nation or Pro- 
Vince may fear repeated Diſcoveries of God's Indig- 
nation. A Synod was ſummoned 1679, of all the 
Churches of the Colony. It was obſerved, that 
notwithſtanding a Succeſſion of I yet 
upon the abating or removing of the Calamity, 
there was a Neglect of Reformation. It was there- 
fore judged high Time to enquire, with due So- 
lemnity, into the Grounds of God's Diſpleaſure. 
It is true, God has not engaged to beſtow tem- 
poral Peace on his Church; and ſome, who have 
been the beſt reformed in the World, have been ſe- 
verely perſecuted, as well as other apoſtatizing Chri- 
ſtians, who give juſt Provocation to the Son of God, 
to take away the Protections of his Providence. 
Euſebins obſerves (Hiſt. L. 8. c. 1.) that the in- 
creating Wickedneſs, and wretched Impenitency of 
the Chriſtians, made Way for that cruel —— 
| : = Wnlc 
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NN 
which fell out in his Time. It is the Wiſdom of 
a Chriſtian Kingdom or State, to look upon Re- 
pentance, as their Duty, when under Judgments, as 
ever they hope to have publick Calamities removed. 
Mr. Mather joined with, and excited others, to ad- 
dreſs the Government, to convene a Synod, which 
they did, to conſider 2yhat the Evils were that had 
provoked God to bring his Fudgments on New-Eng- 
land, and what was to be done; that ſo theſe Evils may 
be reformed. There was a general Faſt through the 
Colony, and Supplications made for a Divine Pre- 
ſence to accompany the Synod, which met at Boſton, 
September 10, 1679, and the Miniſters kept a Day 
ot Faſt, at which Mr. Mather was choſe to preach, 
on one Part, and Mr. Cobbet, on the other Part of 
the Day. Several Days were ſpent in free Diſcourſe 
on the Queſtions that were to be debated. The 
| Reſult of the whole, with a Preface, was drawn up 
by Mr. Mather; who on the Day, when it was pre- 
ſented ro the Government, preached a Sermon on the 
Danger of not being reformed. Hereupon the Civil 
Powers recommended it to the ſerious Conſideration 
of the Churches and People in their Juriſdiction, 
This proved very uſeful. Many of the Churches 
renewed their Covenant, and a conſiderable Check 
was given to the diforderly Practices which had been 
complained of. N 
On May 12, 1680, the Synod had a ſecond Seſ- 
ſion at Boſton, when the Confeſſion of Faith was agreed 
upon. Mr. Mather was choſen Moderator, and with 
an unuſual Diſpatch, in a little time they finiſhed 
their Buſineſs. He compoſed the Preface to the Con- 
feſſion. He had but juſt finiſh'd this Work, when 
being ſeiz'd by a Fever, he was confin'd to his Bed. 
turn'd into an Ague, which was attended with 
a Cough that threaten'd a Conſumption. His Life 
was almoſt deſpair'd of. Many Perſons pray'd for 
his Life. His own Church, on this Occaſion, 
5 2 again 
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again ſhewed their Love to, and Value for him, in 
keeping three Days of Prayer for him, that his Life 
might be prolong' d, and his Health reſtor d. 
On one of thoſe Days, old Apoſtolical Mr: Eliot 
preach'd on John xi. 3. Lord, behold he hom thou loveſt 
is ſick. After Sermon he viſited Mr. Mather, and ex- 
preſs d great Hopes of his Recovery; nor was he 
diſappointed. The firſt Sermon Mr. Mather preach'd 
after this Sickneſs, was on Phil. 1. 20. For me to live 
is Chriſt. His own Church did honour him, with 
keeping a Day of publick Thankſgiving for his be- 
ing reſtor d to them. „ 
About this time died Mr. Vrian Oakes, the Re- 


verend and Learned Preſident of Harvard College 3 


which open'd a new Scene of Action, which will 
be conſider'd in the Proceſs of the Hiſtory. _ 

To evidence his Gratitude to God, he made it 
his great Buſineſs to render the Weckly Meeting of 


the Miniſters as uſeful as poſſible. Mr. Eliot ſpake 


to him, to promote the Benefit of their aſſem- 


bling; ſignifying, that God took Notice of what 


was done among them; and that Mr. Mather; being 
a leading Man, ſhould bring them forward to as 
much Good as might be, in theſe Mectings. Herein 


Mr. Mather follow'd the Example of Mr. Mitchel, 


who was admirable for his publick Spirit, as well 


as for the other Branches of his Character. 
H. 5. In the Year 1683, there arriv'd a Declara- 
tion from King Charles II. ſignifying, that unleſs the 


Country made a full Submiſſion; and an entire Reſig= 


nation of their Charter to his Pleaſure, a Quo Warrants 
againſt it ſhould be proſecuted. The Queſtion was 
ask'd Mr. Mather, whether ſuch a Surrender might 
be made lawfully. 8 2 

To which he wrote an Anſwer, wherein he de- 
monſtrated, they would neither act the Part of good 
Chriſtians, nor of true Engliſhman, if they ſhould 


be acceſſory to the Deſign which was then managing, 


5 F 5 of 
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of ruining the. Liberties of the Subjet. This ſo 
much influenced the Freemen, as that it prevented 
their complying with what was demanded. This 
open Defence of the Liberties of his Native Coun- 
try, expos'd him to the Rage of ſome Men ; but it 
_ diſcourag'd him not from declaring his Sentiments, at 
a publick Aſſembly of the Freemen of Boſton, Far. 
23, 1683. They were then to give Inſtructions to 
their Deputies for the general Court. Mr. Mather 
was preſent at their Requeſt ; and being urg'd to 
ive them his Thoughts, on the Queſtion before them, 
bo anſwer' d to this effect, That he judg'd it would 
be a Sin to reſign their Charter, by which their Li- 
berties and Properties were held: That it would not 
be Wiſdom to comply with the unreaſonable De- 
mand: But that it were better to fall into the Hands 
of God, than of Men: That a full Submiſſion, and 
entire Reſignation to Pleaſure, would be a delivering 
of themſelves immediately into the Hands of Men : 
Bur if they did not thus, they left themſelves in 
the Hands of God, whoſe Providence might effect 
more than at preſent was ſeen. | 
He alſo inſiſted on the Examples of others, who 
had accelerated their Miſeries, by being too haſty in 
parting with their Privileges ; and that the Citizens 
of Lendon had declar'd, they would not make a full 
Submiſſion, and entire Reſignation to Pleaſure, leſt their 
Poſterity ſhould curſe them for it. Upon finiſh- 
ing his Speech, there was a general Acclamation a- 
mong the Freemen, We thank jou, Sir; we thank yons 
Sir. The Queſtion was, upon the Vote, carried in 
the Negative, Nemine Contradicente. And this Act 
of Boſton had a conſiderable Influence on the Coun- 
try in general. It highly enrag'd the adverſe Party, 
who, at preſent, had no other way than by Words, 
to ſhew their Malice againſt Mr. Mather. In the 
Sequel, it will appear, they cou'd not put up ſuch | 

| A 
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an Oppoſition to their Deſigns, as has been related, 
without revenging it on a Leading Man. 
FS. 6. New Tryals came on. In the Year 1684, 
a dangerous Fever ſeiz d him. Many Prayers were 
made to God in his behalf. He was reſtored to his 
Pulpit, and preach'd on Ii. xxxviii. 18, 19. which 
Diſcourſe has been printed. | 


About this time, ſome wicked Men circumvented. 


Letters of Mr. Mazher's writing to a worthy Perfon at 
Amſterdam, which contain'd nothing that could give 
Offence to the Higher Powers. Theſe Letters en- 


abled them to imitate his Hand, in ſubſcribing of 


his Name. They forg'd a Letter full of imperti- 
nent, as well as treaſonable Expreſſions, whereof not 
one Sentence was his; and with a Date, Boſton 10 m. 
3 d. 1683. they ſubſcribed his Name to it. This 
Letter was read before the King and Council. It 


was fear'd, that it would have been his Ruin. Mr. 


* Mather was concern'd, to think that he was like to 
ſuffer as an Evil Doer. Had it been for any Truth, 
. Which he had advanc'd, he would have rejoic'd in it. 
But here it ought to be conſider' d, that moſt, 
if not all, the faithful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are, 
or have been, expos'd tothe vileſt Reproaches, which 
wicked Men, Hypocrites, and Apoſtates, can caſt 
upon them. | 
The great Affection of Mr. Marher's Friends ap 
pear'd at this JunQure : They offer'd their fervent 
Prayers to God for his Safety. He himſelf reſolv'd 
(by Divine Aſſiſtance) that if God would fave him 
from the Evil that was deſign'd againſt him, he 
would endeavour more to glorifie God, than he had 
as yet done. It is probable the Lerter carried ſuch 
Evidences of its being a Forgery, to the Miniſters 
of State, as occaſion'd the dropping of any Proſecu- 
tion, | 
Sir Roger L'Eſtrange did, in ſeveral of his Obſerva- 
ors, publiſh ſome Scraps of the forged Letter, 9 
i is 
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N 
his Comments. Copies of it were carried to Bar. 
badoes and the Caribbee Iſlands, and were made part 
of the Entertainment, whilſt the chearful Bowl was 
employ'd to drown their Thoughts. Mr. Mather 
look'd beyond ſecond Cauſes; and acknowledg'd 
God's Goodneſs, in that he ſhould eſteem him wor- 
thy to ſuffer Reproach; which, it's probable, he might 
have eſcap'd ; had he been willing to have violated 
the Peace of his Confcience. 


rere, 
Cnar VL 


Mr. Mather's Agency for New-England, at 
the Court, from 1688, to 1692. 


New Scene of Sufferings, and of Ac- - 
tion, does now open itſelf. Judg- 
A ment was enter*d againſt the Charter. 
of Maſſachuſets Colony. The Reli- 
ion of the Country render'd it ob- 
noxious to the . Powers; and their refuſing to 
{ſurrender their Charter, added to the Provocation. 
It was fear d, that a Governour would be ſent, who 
might think himſelf oblig'd to act in ſuch a manner, 
as to make the Colony reſemble Scotland, or reform d 
EC e | 
Mr. Mather, as well as all who had any Senſe of 
Religion on their Minds, did, with great Fervor, 
implore God's Mercy. The Storm was divert- 
ed. King Charles the Second dying, prevented a 
Governor coming for a Time; and ſuch Alterati- 
ons fell out, as made Way for the happy Settlement 
of the Province. Er „„ 
In the Year 1686, King James II. ſent a Go- 
vernor to New-England, with a Commiſſion, wr 
- enable 


e 


enabled him, with three or four other Men (whereof 
none were choſen by the People) to make what 
Laws, and levy what Taxes they pleaſed; and the 
Governour had Power to ſend the beſt Men in the 
Land out of it, if he thought fit. I ſhall not enter 
into a Detail of the Tranſactions of thoſe Times; 
they have already been publiſh'd. But to give Light 
to the following Part of the Account of Mr. Ma- 
ther's Life, it will be requiſite to obſerve, that u 
on a Pretence of the Charter's being vacated, the 
who were in the Government, gave out, that the 
Inhabitants had no Title to their Lands ; and there- 
upon began to compel People to take Patents for 
their Eſtates: Accordingly Writs of Intruſion were 
iſſued out againſt the chief Gentlemen of the Co- 
lony; by which ſome were terrified to petition for 
Patents, for Eſtates they had been in Poſſeſſion of 
for fifty or ſixty Years. For theſe Patents the moſt 
exorhirant Rates were demanded ; fifty Pounds could 
not purchaſe for its Owner, what was not worth 
two hundred Pounds, 


Theſe Proceedings raiſed a Ferment in the Coun- 


try. The Learned, Reverend, and Peaceable Mr. 

Charles Morton was proſecuted, as if he had utter'd 
ſeditious Words. And it will not be long, before 

Mr. Mather has a Trouble A what befel Mr. 

Morton. I ſhall diſtinctly write of it, becauſe it is 

lamely repreſented by a Scoundrel, from whom, a 

Writer about Witchcraft, and the Abſtracter of the 

New-England Hiſtory , have injudiciouſſy borrow'd 

ſome frivolous Paſſages. 

9. 2. King James II. after he had been ſome 

time on the Throne, publiſh'd his Declaration for 

Liberty of Conſcience. Whatever the ſecret or 
true Deſign of this Toleration was, belongs not to 

the preſent Hiſtory to enquire. It prov'd of Ad- 

vantage to the People of New-England, whoſe Re- 
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ligious Liberties were near expiring, as well as their 
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Civil Rights, They were told by ſome in Power, 
They muſt not think to have the Privileges of Engliſh- 
men follow them to the Ends of the Earth ; and they 
had no more Privileges left, but this, That they Were not 
bought and ſold for Slaves. Upon the coming out of 
the Declaration, &c. ſeveral Miniſters, and their 
Churches, did, at Mr. Mathers Motion, make an 
Addreſs of Thanks to the King, for the Benefit en- 
joy'd by this Declaration. D 
The Adverſary was enrag'd at the Addreſs ; when 
the Miniſters of Boſton agreed with their Churches 
to keep a Day of Thankſgiving, for the Liberty and 
Protection which they, and others, hereby enjoy'd. 
The Governor menac'd them, that he would ſer Sol- 
diers to guard their Church-Doors, if they did aſſem- 
ble for that Purpoſe. They did thereupon deſiſt. 
Several Gentlemen were of Opinion, that if a Per- 
ſon were ſent to England, with the Addreſſes of the 
Churches, to the King, it might be of Service to 
the Colony ; conſidering the Court, upon Political 
Views, began to caſt a favourable Aſpect upon ſome 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. They fix'd on Mr. Mather, 
whom they judg'd a Perſon qualified to manage the 
Affair. He would not undertake it, without previ- 
ous Addreſſes to God for Direction. He put the Mat- 
ter on this Iſſue; If his Church conſented to it, he 
would proceed in the Undertaking; if they did not, 
he would deſiſt. They ſignified their unanimous 
Conſent: This determin'd Mr. Mather in his Reſo- 
lution. I know ſome think Miniſters go out of 
their Sphere, when they interpoſe in Civil Affairs; 
and, generally ſpeaking, it's true: But when Matters 
are reduc'd to an Extremity, every Man is oblig' d to 
exert himſelf. 
The learned Laube Holſten, in his Diſſertation, 4e 
e Epiſcopativs, ſpeaks of it, as the laſt Relief of 3 
miſerable Place. The People would chooſe a Biſhop 


who was a Perſon of Learning, and Intereſt, wo 


nd 


end their Civil Rights, and reſcue them from Op- 
preſſion. Thus Syneſias was choſen by the Men of 
Prolemais to be their Biſhop, and employ'd on an 
Embaſſage to the Imperial Court. | 


The arbitrary Rulers of the Province reſfolv'd to 


ſtop the Voyage; which was contriv'd to be effected 
by a Law-Suit. Take the Matter thus, 


A Copy of the forg'd Letter, which was before- 


mention'd, coming over to New-Englanud, Mr. Ma- 
ther did, in a Letter to a Gentleman who had it, write 


a Vindication of himſelf, and therein nam'd a Perſon 


whom he ſuſpected to have a hand in the Contrivance. 
This was laid hold of, and the Man is made a Tool, 
and accordingly arreſts Mr. Mather in an Action of 
Defamation, and five hundred Pounds Damage. 
It was next to a Miracle, that tricking and frau- 
dulent Practices had not ruin'd Mr. Mather: Bur 
that God, whom he ſerv'd, and to whom he con- 
ſtantly addreſſed himſelf for Protection, deliver'd 
him out of the Danger. The Jury clear d Mr. Ma- 
ther, and order'd the Plaintiff to pay Coffs of Court. 
The intended Voyage to England went on. He 
waited on the Governor, acquainting him with his 
Intention ; and gave the Country Notice of it, in a 
Sermon, at the Lecture at Boſton, preach'd to a nu- 
merous Auditory, on Exod. xxxiii. 15. F thy pre- 
ſence go not with us, carry us not up from hence. 
Hereupon the former Tool, aſſiſted by another Per- 
ſon, privately ſent an Officer to arreſt him once more, 


upon the ſame Action. But Mr. Mather was, at 


that time, confin'd to his Chamber; taking Care of 
his Health, and ſo the Officer was denied Entrance. 

The Tool's Adjutant gave out, that Mr. Mather 
Was arreſted. This Report was ſoon ſpread over the 
Town; and being brought to Mr. Mather, he kept 
upon his Guard, and withdrew, privately, to the 
Houſe of Colonel Philips, at Charleſtown : And it was 
remarkable, a Fellow of no extraordinary Character, 
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| who was plac'd as an Under-Sheriff, to watch and 
ſeize Mr. Mather, if he ſtirr'd abroad, did ſee him, 
and knew him; yet found himſelf under ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, as diſabled him from hindring Mr. Aa. 
ther's Retreat. | 5 
Mr. Mather went from thence to a private Farm; 
and from thence on board a Veſſel, that convey'd 
him to the Ship, in which he embark'd for England, 
April 7. 1688. After the Ship had made Land, 
they narrowly eſcap'd being rech d on the Rocks 
of Scilly. And they eſcap'd another Danger, which 
ſome proling Fiſhermen of St. Fres would have drawn 
them into: Mr. Mather prevail'd on one of the Com- 
pany, (whom he took aſide, and beſtow'd a few 

Half-Crowns upon). to ſpeak the Truth. 

The Ship alter'd its Courſe, and came up the Bri- 
ziſh Channel : A Heymouth Boat coming by the Ship, 
he went in it to that Town. He had, in theſe | 
Parts, the Satisfaction to find ſeveral of his worthy 
Friends alive, whom he had not ſeen for the ſpace of 
_ twenty ſeven Tears. | 

I have been more diſtin& in this Account, as ha- 
ving been an Eye-Witneſs of moſt of the Acts and 
Events rehearſed ; and hope it may ſerve as a Caution 
to Writers, not to tranſcribe from one who has given 
a falſe and ridiculous Account of this Affair. 

Before I diſmiſs this Article, I would obſerve, 
that the Tool who was employ'd to proſecute Mr. 
Mather, prov'd a blaſted Wretch, follow'd with 2 
viſible Curſe wherever he came. He died in one of 
the Plantations, in miſerable Circumſtances. Nor s 
this the only Inſtance that can be produc'd, of Di- 
vine Vengeance purſuing the ſecret, or open, Adver- 
ſaries of the Ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt. 

FS. 3. The Buſineſs he came upon was too mo- 
mentous to be trifled with: Mr. Mather therefore, 
without much Delay, proceeded on his Journey to 
London, where he arriv'd the latter end of May, 16 1 5 


U 


* 


E 
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An eminent Perſon, often at Court, inform'd the 
King of his coming with Addreſſes, and at the Time 
which the King had appointed, he preſented them; 
and being order'd to do fo, he read them ſtanding, 
the one ED ſeveral Towns in the Maſſachuſets, the 
other from Phmouth. The King expreſs'd his gra- 
cious Acceprance of them, adding, You ſhall havea 
Magna Charta for Liberty of Conſcience. .. * . 

In a ſhort time after, he was admitted again into 


the King's Preſence, expreſſing the Gratitude of the 


Colony, for the King's having dcliver'd them from 
the Fear of a future Perſecution. The King more 
diſtinctly enquir'd, whether the Governor gave good 
Satisfaction to his Subjects. Mr. Mather in a few 
Words, laid before his Majeſty the State of the 
Country, ſome being fin'd and impriſon'd, becauſe 


they retus'd to ſwear by the Book. + 


The Addreſs lately preſented was ſigned by-a 


few; but it would have had the Hands of more Mi- 


niſters, if they had not been diſcouraged by the Go- 


vernor; one of the Council ſaying, They ſhould 


make no Addreſſes to the King, without their Leave. 


That when the Miniſters of Boſton propoſed: the 
keeping of a Day of Thankſgiving, the Governor 
bade them keep it at their Peril; and afſur'd them, 


if they did, he would clap Guards on their Perfons 
and Churches too. | | 

The King expreſſed a Surprize at it, ſince the Go- 
vernors of other Plantations had ſent Addreſſes of 
Thanks for the Declaration. Mr. Mather added, It 
was the Hope of his Subjects in New-England, that 
God would incline him to relieve them, when once 
a true- Repreſentation of their Stare ſhould be made 
unto him. The King appointed him to bring to him, 
in Writing, their Grievances : Upon this, Mr. Ma- 
ther kneel'd ; the King offering his Hand, he kiſs'd it, 
and withdrew. Immediately he prepar'd a Memorial 


ol the Grievances, and a Petition for their Redrels. 
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He could not propoſe a Reſtitution of the vacated 


Charter, but aim'd at having Liberty of Conſcience 
eſtabliſhed, and a Confirmation of the Inhabitant's 
Title to their Lands, as alſo the Liberty of an Aſſem- 
bly. He had nothing more at Heart, than the In- 
tereſt of the College there; whereof he was now the 
Rector. | | 


Having the Favour of ſome of the Lords of the 


Privy: Council, he waited again on the King, (Fuh 2.) 


and. preſented, kneeling, his Memorial and Petition; 
the King put forth his Hand to take him up, ſaid, 
Jou ſhall not kneel, Sir; and received the Papers out 
of his Hand, ſaying, I ſuppoſe theſe Papers concern 


| New-England, and are about the ſame Things upon 


which you had ſome Diſcourſe with me not long ſince ; ad- 
ding, he would take Care about them. 
Mr. Mather was accompanied with two Gentle- 
men, whom the King treated as his Favourites : Both 
of them declar'd, that if his Majeſty ſhew'd Favour | 
to New-England, it would have a good Influence on 
the Body of Diſſenters in England. Whereto the 


King reply'd, He believ'd ſo, and it ſhould be done. 


Mr. Mather took Occaſion to beg the King's Fa- 
vour for the College, that it might not be taken out 
of the Hands of them, who were of the ſame Prin- 
ciples with thoſe who firſt founded it. The King 
gave him gracious Words. , 

In September following, Mr. Mather was again ad- 
mitted into the King's Preſence, begging that Mat- 
ters might be — 35 The King aſſured him, 

that he would take Care they ſhould be done with Expe- 


dition. Theſe were Promiles without Effect. Whilſt 


ing theſe Negotiations, Mr. Mather made as 
many Friends as poſſible: And Mr. William Pen, who 
was, at that time, a Perſon of conſiderable Figure at 
Court, treated him with much Civility ; and the 
Lord Chancellor Fefferies look'd on him with more 


Humanity than was expected. But he wholly des 


clin'd 
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clin'd any Converſation with the King's Confeſlor, 


never exchanging ten Words with him: Which I the "i 
rather add, that it may appear how falſe the Report we 
was, which ſome Perſons raifed, of an Intimacy be- "of 
tween them. There was a Reſemblance in their Sta- IF 
ture, and their Cloaths being black, this brought iS 8 j 


Mr. Mather once in Danger of being mobb'd ; but 7 
the Miſtake was ſoon diſcover'd. "En _ 

He again waited on the King, (October 1688) who 
poſitively told him, that all he had promiſed ſhould 
be perform'd. But upon a falſe Report of the M0 
Prince of Oranges Expedition being diverted, a new | 0 


Delay was put upon the Affair. Nor was there any of 
farther Application made to the King, to grant De- "BY 
fence and Relief to his Subjects in N- England. 1 
It was afterwards publiſh'd in the Account of the 8 
State of the Proteſtants in Ireland, „That one thing, on 
« ſuggeſted by the Iriſh Catholicks to King James, if 
' © was, That if any of the Jriſþ cannot have Lands 1 
jn Specie, but Money in lieu, ſome of them — 1 
- © tranſport themſelves to America, particularly near 4 
« New=England, to check the growing Independents 1 
* of that Country. But a Revolution, in a little 9 


time, defeated the Deſigns of advancing and extend- 
ing the Roman-Catholick Faith. 

9. 4- The News of the Revolution in England, 
upon the coming over of the Prince of Orange, ſoon 
arrived in New=-England; whereupon they ſeizing and 

impriſoning the Governor, and others, ſent them 
over to England. * = 
The Priace having declared, that the Reſtoration 
of Charters was one thing deſign'd by him, my Lord 
Wharton introduc'd Mr. Mather into his Preſence, at 
St. Fames's ; and upon preſenting a Petition to his 
Highneſs, that Noble Lord gave a very good Cha- 
racter of the People of New-England; adding, They 
did not petition for Money, nor for Soldiers, nor 
any other Succours, but _ their ancient Privi 9 
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His Highneſs reply'd, He would take the beſt Care he 
could about it, and he would give Order to his Secretary, 
Mr. Jephſon, concerning it. My Lord immediate] 
goes to Mr. Jephſon, and ſaid, Couſin, (for ſuch he 
was) obſerve this Gentleman, and whenever he (1. e. Mr. 
Mather) comes to you, receive him, as if I came m- 
, In a few Days there were circular Letters, drawn 
up to all the Plantations, and unto Neu-England, 
among the reſt, confirming all their old Governors, un- 
til further Order. The Secretary acquainted Mr. 
Mather with it, who was ſufficiently apprehenſive. 
of the Ruin of his Friends in New-Exgland, if ſuch 
a Letter had been ſent, as would not only have ſet 
at Liberty the impriſon'd Rulers, but have reinſtated 
them in their Authority, and conſequently have put 
them into a Capacity of executing the ſevereſt Re- 
venge. Mr. Mather ſo effectually remonſtrated it to 
the Secretary, who repreſented the Matter to the 
Prince, that he gave Order to ſtop the Letter to Neu- 
England; but thoſe deſign'd for the other Plantati- 
ons did proceed, as was at firſt intended. Mr. Ma- 
ther's Friends would have reckon'd his Voyage well 
rewarded , if he had done no other Service but 
this for the Colony. - 
 New-England has been as much reviled by the 
ſcoundrel Part of the Nation, as any Place. Their 
Adverſaries have endeavour'd to raiſe diſadvantage- 
ous Reports of the Colonies, which have gradually 
reach'd the Throne. Mr. Mather being ſenſible of 
this, look'd upon it to be his Duty to wipe off the 
Reproach. Accordingly, on March 14, 1689. be⸗ 
ing introduc'd by my Lord Wharton, he made his 
Application to the King, in favour of the Country, 
which he did in very few Words. 

The King ſaid, he believ'd they were a good Peo- 
ple, but he doubted there had been Irregularities in 
their Government. Mr. Aather aſſur' d his 22 
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- they would, at the firſt word, reform any Irregula- 
rities they ſhall be adviſed of. My Lord Wharton, 


added, I will be their Guarantee, and here is Mr. 1 
Mather, the Rector of the College there, ſhall be 1 
the other. We two will ſtand bound for New-Eng- | 
The King declared, that the late Governor ſhould .* 
be called to an Account, and that the former Magi- 1 
ſtrates (thoſe who were in Authority before Arbi- 3 
trary Power invaded the Place) ſhould be directed to M 
proclaim the preſent King and Queen. 0 1 
If I have been too particular in this Article, m "= 
Excuſe is, My Gratitude to the late Philip Lord „ 
Wharton, for his condeſcending to treat Mr. Mather 1 
with ſingular Reſpect, and his Zeal for the Welfare * 
of New-England, demand the moſt publick Acknow- 1 
ledgment; and the beſt Elogium that can be given ls 
of his Lordſhip's promoting the Intereſt of an op- © 
preſs d Province, is to give a plain Narrative of NF 
Matters of Fact. | ul 
Mr. Mather did, with the utmoſt Aſſiduity, en- 1 
deavour the reſettling of New-England on their Char- 1 
ter Foundation: And conſulting ſeveral Perſons, who bh, 
were every way capable of giving him Advice, it " 
was judg'd, that 4 Reverſion of the Fudgment againſt = 
the Maſſichufer Charter, by Act of Parliament, ſhould 1 
be endeævour d; and afterwards, the King ſhould be 7 
petition'd for additional Privileges ; without which, = 


the old Charter would not prove ſuch a Settlement, 
as was neceſſary to render the Colony proſperous and 
flouriſhing. nie 

Mr. Mather made his Applications to ſeveral of 
the leading Men in the Convention Parliament, to 
favour the Reverſion of the Judgment againſt the 
Charter. „„ -r 

The Effect was, The Houſe of Commons put the 
Neu-Eugland Charters into the Charter-Bill; and it 
Was voted, that the raking of them away was 4 Grie- 
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wance, and rhat they ſhould be reſtored; and a conſiders: 


| hls Intereſt Was made in the Houſe of Lords, that 


when the Bill ſhould be brought up, the Intereſt of 
New-England might be promoted. = 

In July 1689, Mr. Adauber was again introduc'd 
by my Lord Wharton, into the King's Preſence, at 
Hamptos-Court. He there aſſur d the King, how rea- 
dy his Subjects in Næu-Eugland were to venture their 
Lives and Eſtates in his Service, (of which they 
had given ample Demonſtration) and all that was 
defir'd on their Behalf, was, a Reſtoration to their 
ancient Rights and Privileges. The King gra- 
ciouſſy declar'd, he would do all that was in his 
Power, that it might be ſo. Mr. Adatthew Mead, 


who was then preſent, added, that his Majeſty could 


not do any thing more grateful to his Diſſenting 
Subjects in England, than his favouring of New-Eng- 
land, in reſtoring of their former Privileges. The 
_ replied, They might reſt ſatisfied, that it ſhould ' 
one. 
While the Charter Bill was depending, the Conven- 
tion Parliament was firſt unexpectedly 22 
and then diſſolv'd; by which, all that had hitherto 
been endeavour' d, and aim'd at, was fruſtrated. 
The following Parliament did not ſeem to be of a 
Diſpoſition to favour New-England. Mr. Mather 
4 ſome Eſſays, to ſee if by a Writ of Error in 
Judgment, the Caſe relating to the Maſſachuſet Co- 
lam, might be brought out of Chancery into the 
Mug s- Bench; but this Attempt was fruſtrated. 

The only thing that remain'd to be done, was, to 
Petition the King for a new Charter, that ſhould 
contain all the Ola, with new, and more ample Pri- 
vileges; without which, the Old would not have 


been ſufficient. 


Mr. Mather, with two other Agents, which the 
Maſſachuſet Colony had joined with him, fign'd 
Petition to the King, for ſuch a Charter. The Right 
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Honourable the Earl of Monmonth did preſent it with 7 | 
his own Hand to the King, who was prevail'd uppen 
to refer the Affairs of New-England to the two Lord "i 
Chief Juſtices, and the King's Attorney and Solici- 
tor-General : All of whom Mr. father's Applica- * 
tions had prevail'd with, to favour the Intereſts of 1 
A © 3 3+ 2 EO in 
They met ſeveral times, and gave him Leave to be 
preſent. The Heads of the old Charter, and Sir Fer- 
dinando Griges's, and the feveral additional Privileges 4 
which were requeſted, were preſented in Writing ; 1 
and they all judg'd, that nothing unreaſonable, or _ 
prejudicial to the King's Intereſt, was deſired. The 
Lord Chief Juſtice Halt preſented them to the King, 4 
who directed him to lay them before the - Council, 4H 
which he did; and, from thence, they were tran 
ferr d to the Lords of the Committee for Trade, and for 
Plantations. . a Zea a | 
| * The King's Voyage to Holland interrupted the 
Progreſs of the Affair. Mr. Mather now publiſh'd 
: Reaſons for the Confirmation of the Charter Privilepes, 
granted to the Maſſachuſets Colony : Which being 
printed, he offered to the Lords of the Privy-Coun- 
cih and perſonally addreſs d himſelf to moſt of them, 
humbly praying their Favour for Neu- England, in a 
Matter Nat appear'd fo juſt and equitable. Heknewy 
that to gain the Leading Men in Affairs, was the di- 
rect way to accompliſh what was aim'd at. If he 
knew any Nonconformiſt Miniſter, who had an Inte- 
reſt in the Nobility, he would engage him eo make 
uſe of it for the Advantage of Neu- England. 
Several Noblemen brought him into Favour with 
others; but none did more for him, than the Noble 
Philip Lord Wharton. Among thoſe eminent Per- 
ſons, who treated him with ſingular Reſpect, was tlut 
admirable Man, Dr. John Tillotſon, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; who, at his Deſire, did kind Offices with 
the King and Queen, for New-England'; and once 
2 e 
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went ſo far as to ſay to the King, Ii would by no 


means be well for him to take away any of thoſe Privi- 


leges from the People of New-England, which King 
Charles I. had granted them. . ; 
Dr. Burnet, Biſhop of Sarum, did treat Mr. Aa. 
ther with great Civility. Among other things, he 
ſaid he would, on the firſt Opportunity, declare in 
the Houſe of Lords, That there Was a greater Sacredneſi 


4 — 
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in the Charter of New-England, than in thoſe of the 


Corporations in England, which were only Acts of Grace; 
but the Charter of New-England was 4 Contract between 
the King and firſt Patemtees. They promiſed the King to 
enlarge his Dominions on their own Charge; provided 
that they, and their Poſterity, might enjoy ſuch and ſuch 
Privileges : They had performed their Part; now for 


the King to deprive their Poſterity of the Privileges there= = 


in granted them, would carry a Face of Injuſtice in it. 
Mr. Mather was introduced into the Omeer's 


Preſence, by Madam Lockhart. He then pray d her 


Majeſty's Favour to her Subjects in New-England, 


who conſtantly pray'd for her. He repreſented the 


Troubles they were expos'd. unto, on the Account 


of their Loyalty to King William, and to her Maje- 


ſty ; the French from Canada having made an Irrup- 
tion into New-England, and deſtroy'd ſeveral Planta- 
tions, giving this Reaſon for what they did; The 
People of Nen-England had declar d for King Milliam 
and Queen Mary. What was requeſted on their 
Behalf, was, their Reſtoration to thoſe Privileges 
which they were poſſeſs d of, until the laſt Year of 
King Charles II. - bn ON 
That it had been referr'd to the two Lord Chief 
Juſtices, with the Attorney and Solicitor-General. 
It was now only pray'd, that the Articles approved 
of by them, might be allow'd of and confirm'd. 
The Queen replied, I would not only have that 
which is 7ſt done for them, but that ſomerhing of 


Favour ſhould be ſhewn to them; and that what Ws 
8 peti- 
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Dr. IN cREASR Mitre: 49 
petition'd for, ſeemed reaſonable; that without doubt 
it would be done. r ro ns 6 oh ar 
Mr. Mather took Occaſion to ſay, he had reaſon 
to believe her Majeſty's Subjects in New-Emgland had 
been miſrepreſented to her Majeſty ; and that Sir 
William Phips had, with many of her Majeſty's Sub- 
jets there, endeavoured to enlarge her Domini- 
ons; and were willing again to expoſe themſelves 
in her Majeſty's Service, notwitſtanding they were 
in a bad State, by reaſon of their Government's re- 
maining unſettled : But if, by her Majeſty's' Fa- 
your, they ſhould be reſtor'd to their former Privi- 
leges, they would become able to ſerve her Majeſty's 
Intereſt. 6, op 11. 188 {OLE 
The Queen was graciouſly pleaſed to expreſs! her 
Willingneſs to do all ſhe: could for them, ſayings 
That ſhe had heard they were in a bad Condition, 
which her Majeſty attributed. ro their Government- 
not being ſettled; farther ſaying, She doubted there had 

been Differences there, as well as here, about Church- 
| Government. Mr. Mather replied, That in Neu- 
England, they were generally thoſe who were. call'd. 
Nonconformiſts ; but they carried it with all due 
reſpect to others: That they judg'd ſome of them 
to be better Men than themſelves; and that this Na- 
tion had Cauſe to bleſs God for the King, and for 
her Majeſty, in regard of the Act of Indulgence, 
which, through their Majeſties Favour, was now en- 
joy d. The Queen gave an Anſwer, which ought 
never to be forgotten; her Words were to this Ef- 
fect, Tig what I am for, It is not in the Power 
* of Men to believe what they pleaſe ; and there- 
fore, I think, they ſhould not be forc'd in Mat- 
ters of Religion, contrary to their Perſuaſions, and 
ce their Conne. I wiſh all good Men were 
of one Mind; however, in the mean time, I 
wy have them live peaceably, and love one an- 
other. 125 ; 
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proper for the other Engliſh Plantations, Upon 


LD I 4 
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The LIFE of 
In a ſhort time the King return'd' from Holland, 


and made about a Fortnight's Stay in England; in 


which time, Mr. Mather twice had the Honour of 
waiting on him. The firſt time he only preſented an 
Addreſs from the General Court at Boſton, with a 


4 Petition from a conſiderable Number of Merchants 


in London, praying, that Charter Privileges might be 
reſtor'd to New-England. Within a few Days after, 
the Dake of Devonſhire introduc'd him into the 
King's Preſence. Mr. Mather did humbly thank 
his Majeſty, in that he was graciouſly pleaſed to fig- 
nifie to my Lord of Devonſhire, that he might have 
Feave to wait on his Majeſty, on behalf of New- 
England. The King ask'd what he deſir'd to be done? 
Mr. Mather, in a few Words, expreſs'd what was 
petition'd for; adding, Towr Majeſty has been graci- 
oufly pleaſed to refer the Conſideration of this Mair to 
the tuo Lord Chief Fuſtices, with the * and 
Sulicitor- General. We only pray hambly, that what they 
thought reaſonable for us to defere, 1-4 be granted 
Jour HMajeſty. The King ſignified, that he expected, 
within a few Days, to have a Report from the Lords 
of the Committee for Trade, and foreign Plantati- 
ons; and then he ſhould fee what was to be done. 
Mr. Mather having the Tranquility of the Co- 


lony, as the great Object of his Purſuit at this time, 


faid to the King, Towr | Majeſty's Subjetts in New. 
England have been willing to venture their Lives, that 
they may enlarge your Dominions; and are willing to do the 
like again, if your Majeſty will encourage them. Will 
jour Majeſty pleaſe, in your great Wiſdom, to conſider the 
| Cireumſtances of that People, as in your Wiſdom jou 


have conſider d the Circumſtances of England, and o 
Scotland ? In New-England they differ from other 
Plantations ; they are ſuch as are called Congregational | 
and Presbyterian. So that ſuch a Governor will not 


flat with the People of New-England, as may when 
ens 


Mr. 


r 


aud confirm d to them. 


Dr. IN REASE MATHER. 5 
Mr. Mather withdrew. The King, as will * 


in the ſequel, was pleaſed with what was now ſpo- 
ken. 2 2 


Two Days after this, the Lords of the Committee 
propoſed unto the King, Whether he would have 
the People of New-England make what Laws, and 
appoint what Officers they pleaſed * Or whether he 
would not appoint a Governor of his own, that 
ſhould have a negative Voice on all Acts of Govern- 
ment 2 | = | 4 

The King was inquiſitive to know, whether he 
might, without Breach of Law, ſet a Governor over 
that Colony? Divers Lords of the Council, and 
ſome Judges, declared, that whatever might be the 
Merit of the Cauſe, yet fiance the Charter of Maſſa- 
chuſets 2 ſtood vacated, by a Judgment againſt 
it, his Majeſty had Power to put them under what 
Form of Government he might think beſt for them. 
The King ſignified his Deſire to promote the Wel- 


fare of the Plantation; and that he believ'd it would 


be for the Advantage of his Subjects there, to be 
under a Governor appointed by the Crown: But 
that he would allow the Agents of New-England to 


_ nominate a Perſon that might be agreeable to the Peo- 


ple; and he would have Charter Privileges reſtor d 


. 
* 


The King began his Voyage to Holland : On the 
next Day an Order of Council was drawn up 


for a Charter to be prepared, with ſomething in it 


which Mr. Mather apprehended would not be for 
the Intereſt of the Colony. He immediately waited 


on ſeveral of the Lords of the Council, with his 


Remonſtrances ; and ſuppoſing it to be not agreca- 
ble to his Majeſty's Intentions, he had a Copy of the 
rder tranſmitted to one of the Principal Secretaries 
of State then with the King in Flanders . praying, 
that if that Order were not according to his Maje- 
ſty's Mind, the King would gracioully pleaſe to ſig- 
| H 2 : | nifie 
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e,, 
ſigniſte his Diſapprobation of it. But nothing of that 
nature came. The Attorney-General prepared a 
Draught of a Charter, wherein the King's Governor 
had not a Negative allow'd him, but the Council 
rejected it ; and Order was given for other Minutes 
to be drawn, which depriv'd the Maſſachuſets Co- 
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1 þ lony of ſome very conſiderable Privileges enjoy'd 
4 under the old Charter. A Copy was given Mr. 
Wh Mather, with an Order, that if the Agents for 
3 the Colony were not ſatisfied, they ſhould bring 
7 in their Objections to Mr. Atrorney-General. When 
. Mr. Mather had ſeen the Minutes, he told Mr. A.- 
"rl i eee he would ſooner loſe his Life, than 
1 gonfent to that which would infringe any Liberty 
* or Privilege, that juſtly belong'd to his Country. 
We This was all that he could do. For ſome of the 
al chief Miniſters of State told him, That if the Agents 
. for the Colony would not ſubmit to the King's 
1 Pleaſure, his Majeſty would ſettle the Country as 
WITT « oo 

Wn he pleaſed, and they were to take what would follow, 
_ they not being Plenipotentiaries from another Sove- 


reign State. Mr. Mather drew up, and preſented to 
the Attorney-General, his Objections againſt the Mi- 
nutes ; nd they were laid before the Council, and 
the Copy of them was ſent to the King in Flanders, 
Some thought, that if the King were in England, 
= there would be a greater Probability of preventing 
_ 1 the Charter's being drawn up according to theſe Mi- 
wH nutes. The Queen was prevail'd upon to write to 
the King, requeſting, the Charter might paſs, as it 
had at firſt been prepared; or that the Affair might 
be ſuſpended until his Majeſty's Return into EH 
land. But the King, in a Letter which one of the 
Principal Secretaries of State ſhew'd to Mr. 44 
ther, declared his Approbation of the Minutes, 
and that the Charter ſhould be drawn up accord- 
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Dr. IN REASE MATHER. 53 
When he could no more hope for ſuch a Settle- 
ment as would have been acceptable to the Genera- 
eavoured to prevent 
Things that might be of ill Conſequence: accor- 
dingly he petitioned that no Property belonging to 
the Colony, or to any therein, ſhould be taken away 
by the new Charter. That the Province of Main 
might be confirmed, and Nova Scotia added to the 
Maſſachuſets; both of which were obtained not 
without ſome Difficulty, and Plimouth was alſo an- 
nexed to the Maſſachuſets. 2 
When the new Charter had been read before the 
Lords, he prayed that he might ſee it, becauſe there 
might be Clauſes in it, which their Lordſhips, up- 
on Suggeſtion of Reaſons for it, might think pro- 
per to alter; and ſome things added for the Advan- 
tage of the Province, which would not diſpleaſe 
their Lordſhips. This was granted, with a Limita- 
tion of three Days for the Return of the Copy. 
Upon his Motion an Alteration was made in a Paſ- 
ſage that referr'd to the taking of an Oath, and 
thereby the Troubles that would have attended ma- 
ny who ſcrupled the Rite of kiſſing the Book, were 
very happily prevented. | 
He alſo procured a Clauſe confirming all Grants 
made by the General Court, notwithſtanding any 
Defect that might attend the Form of Conveyance; 
that fo Mens Titles to their Lands might not be in- 
validated through a Defectiveneſs as to the Circum- 
ſtantials of the enacting Part of the Law. Mr. 
Mather conſulted with as many judicious and wiſe 
Men as he could, and with the beſt Friends New- 
England had; who all agreed that it was a Duty to 
accept the offer'd Charter. Among theſe, I oughr 
to mention the Honourable Sir Edward Harley, whole 
Advice Mr. Mather did very much rely upon; and 
Whoſe Memory ought to be eſteemed by the Inha- 
bitants of New-England, A Refuſal would have 
b „ brought 
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Maſſachuſets Colony, from which ſo many Portions 


Mr. Matthew Mead's Words in a Letter to his eldeſt 


Ihe King, at firſt ſeeing of Mr. Mather, ſmiled on 
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c wards your Majeſty, as that you will fee Cauſe 


do moſt humbly thank your Majeſty, in that 


* 
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brought a direct Ruin on the Colony; and the Blame 
would have been laid on them, who when they 
could not have all they wiſh'd for, would reject 
what they might have hat. Ie 

But not to enter into the Queſtion, which of the 
two Charters were beſt, the Caſe was now, whe- 
ther this Settlement ſhould be accepted; or the Coun- 
try lie expos'd to many Difficulties, which 1n the 
End might probably be the Deſtruction of the 


would have been torn as to have left it in a deplorable 
State. What Mr. Mather did, was not done (to uſe 


Son) without the Counſel and Advice of the beſt Friends 
 New-England had; Parliament-AMHen, Lawyers and 
Miniſters. | . 
In ſhort, it was a vain Thing to diſpute the Mat- 
ter any farther; and there being ſome diſtinguiſhing 
Privileges granted to the Province, above what were 
allowed to any other Plantation, it demanded a thank- 
ful Acknowledgment to the Crown. 
The Earl of Nottingham introduc'd Mr. Mather to 
kiſs the King's Hand upon his Return to England, 


him, and ſpake with much Condeſcenſion to him: 
and ſometime after in November, my Lord Nottingham 
introduc'd him again to the King, my Lord Devon- 
fhire and my Lord Portland being preſent. He then 
faid, © I do, on the Behalf of New-England, molt 
« humbly thank your Majeſty, that you have 
<« been pleaſed by a Charter to reſtore Exghſþ Liber- 
<« ties unto them; to confirm them in their Pro- 
<< perties; and to grant them ſome ſingular Privi- 
<« leges. I doubt not but that your Subjects there 
«© will demean themſelves with ſuch Loyalty to- 


« to enlarge your royal Favour towards them. 
cc you 


* 
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Dr. IN REASHE MATHEK. 55 
« you have been pleaſed to give Leave unto thoſe 


cc who are concerned for New-Enpland, to nominate 


« their Governor.” Sir William Phips has been ac- 
ce cordingly nominated by us at the Council- Board: 
« who has done god Service for the Crown by 
« enlarging your Dominions, and reducing Nova 
« Scotia to your Obedience. tre 
„ know that he will faithfully ſerve your Ma- 
« jeſty to the utmoſt of his Capacity ; and if your 
ce Majeſty ſhall think fit to confirm him in that 
« Place, it will be a farther Obligation on your 
Subjects there.. The King replied, I ſhall rake 
that Colony under my Protection, and I ſhall do what 
is in me for their Encouragement, and I ſhall take what 
concerns the Government there into mn Conſideration. 
The Charter having paſs'd the Great Seal, and 
Sir William Phips having his Commiſion for Go- 
vernor ; and, by Mr. Mather's Tatereſt, the Honou- 
rable W:lian Stoughton, Eſq; being appointed De- 
puty-Governor, and all the Council for the firſt 
Year, a Return to Neu England was what he had 
next in View. Rn SI rants BL TH] __ 
In the Year 1689, the Affairs of New-Enpland 
were brought into ſuch an happy Poſture, that Mr. 
Mather deſign'd a Voyage back to his People there. 
Having a Letter from the King, dated Auguſt 22, 
1689, unto thoſe who for the Time being had the 
Adminiſtration of the Government in their Hands ; 
ſignifying his Approbation of their having re- aſ- 
ſumed the Government, and directing them to go 
on until a Settlement ſhould be made. The Bill for 
the reſtoring of Charters, particularly thoſe for New- 
England, having paſt the Houſe of Commons, and 
there being no apparent Danger of its miſcarrying, 
he was willing to return to his Charge at Boſton. 
Having taken his Leave of his Friends at London, 
Auguſt 20, he went to the Downs, where the Ship 
Was, on board of which he had taken his N 
| | ere. 
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here. The Ship lay Windbound until September z, 
when his youngeſt. Son that was with him was tak- 
ea ill of the Small- Pox; being unwilling to leave 
him, the Ship ſail'd without him. Some time after 
his Son was recovered, he returned to London, where 
he found ſuch a Turn of Affairs, as gave Occaſion 
to his Friends to ſay to him upon his coming back, 
That God had ſtop d the Voyage in great Mercy to his 


Country: and fo it prov'd, for had he not been pre- 


ſent to ſolicite the Affairs of the Province, their 
State would have been very indifferent. All thipgs 
being finiſhed as has been related, the Earl of Not- 
ztingham did introduce him to the King, January z, 


169. After he had kiſſed the King's Hand, his 
| Majeſty ſaid, Are you going to New-England ? He 


anſwered," with your Majeſty's Leave' I am ſo; if in 

thing I may ſerve your Majeſty's Intereſt there, I 
ſhall count myſelf happy that your Majeſty will pleaſe to 
lay your Commands upon me. The King replied, Sir, 
I thank, you, I wiſh you a good Voyage, Mr. Mather 
then ſaid, There is one thing, of which I would humbly 
put your Majeſty in Mind; We have in New-England 
a College, where many an excellent Proteſtant Divine has 
been educated. The King faid, I kyow ir. He there- 
upon added, If your Majeſty will caſt a favourable A- 
pect on that Society, it will yet flouriſh more than ever. 
The King returned, I ſhall willingly do it. 

Upon a Review of his appearing at Court, he did 
uſe theſe Words, As Day and Night have ſeen it, ſo 
1 can appeal to Heaven and Earth, that I have ſerved 
the People of my Country with all Fidelity, and -to the 
utmoſt of my Capacity. | 
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Mr. Mather Return to N ew-England. 


e was in the Beginning of March that 
Hf he took his Leave of his London Friends, 
and went to Southampton and Sir Mil- 
lam Phips, who was made Governor 
of the Province, took him in a Yatcht to the 
Iſle of Wight, where he ſtay'd a few Days; and ſail- 
ing down the Channel, the Wind taking them ſhort, 
they put in at Dartmouth, where he was ſome Days, 
and wrote a Preface to Mr. Flavel's Catechiſm, which 
was afterwards printed. After this they failed to 
Plimouth, and on March 29, 1692, failed from 
thence. The Noneſuch Man of War was the Con- 
voy, appointed to New-Emgland ; on Board of which 
was Sir William Phips, and on Board a Merchant- 
Man Mr. Mather took his Paſſage. In the Voyage, 
the Noneſuch took a conſiderable Prize, by which 
they were inform'd that four French Men of War 
were bound to France from Martinico; and theſe 
were thought to be the Ships which the Noneſuch 
attempted to come up with, hoping they had been 
- Merchant Ships. The Wind prevented their com- 
Ing near to each other : and happy was it for Mr. 
Mather and his Friends that were with him, that it 
did ſo: Had it not, in all Probability they muſt 
have been carried Priſoners into France. : 
On May 14, following, he arrived, by God's 
Blefling, fafe at Boſton. Soon after, the great and ge- 
eral Aſſembly of the Province (Which anſwers to the 
Parliament in England) convened. Unto them he 
repaired, and having read the Inſtructions he had 
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received from the Government, he did upon each 


one of them demonſtrate, to the Satisfaction of the 
Aſſembly, that he had, to the utmoſt of his Power, 
punctually obſerved them. The Speaker of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives (or Commons) returned 
him Thanks for his faithful and indefatigable Endea- 
vours to ſerve the Country; adding, that the expen- 
five Way which they ne been engag*d'in, had fo 
exhauſted the. Treaſury, as to make them uncapable 
of doing any thing proportionable to his Merits, 
Mr. Mather ſaid, he was ſatisfied with the Hopes of 
a Reward in the future World. | 

I have juſt Reaſon to believe he would. not have 
accepted any Acknowledgment from the Tres- 
ſury, ſince the Province lay under the Burden of 
an heavy Debt, which had been contracted by an 
Expedition to Canada; for an Account of. which 
the Reader is referr'd to the Life of Sir Milliam Phips: | 
And his Inclinations led him to deſpiſe Riches, as 
much as any Man's that ever I knew. He preach- 
ed frequently for four Years in London, ws never 


would enrich himſelf by any of the Gratuities which 


were offered to him. The great and general Aſembly 
ſoon after appointed a Day of Thanksgiving to God 
through the Province, © for granting a fate Return 


<« to his Excellency our Governor, and the Reve- 


« rend Mr. Increaſe Mather, who ( as the Order 
c expreſſed ) have induſtriouſly endeavoured the 
« Service of this People, and brought over with 
« them a Settlement of Government; in which 
& their Majeſties have graciouſly given us diſtin- 
40 s Marks of their Royal Favour and Good- 
 fIEIS». -* - 

Under the former Charter, any Freeman was capa- 
ble of being choſe into the Magiſtracy, and conſe- 
quently of being Governor of the Colony : But 

now the Crown of England reſerves the Power 0 


. appointing he Governor and Lieutenant Governor; and 


thereby 
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thereby utterly deſtroy d the Expectations of ſome 
ſilly Demagogues, that hop'd to ſee themſelves at 


the Head of the Colony ; who thereupon grew cla- 
morous. But Mr. Mather was not moved at their 


| ſhallow Talk. His worthy Friend, the Reverend 


Dr Bates, who was a Perſon of excellent Prudence, 
and might foreſee an Uneaſineſs in ſome Perſons, on 
the Lols of their firſt Charter, did draw up a Letter, 
ſign'd by twelve more of the eminenteſt Miniſters 
in London, teſtifying Mr. Mather's faithful and inde- 
fatigable Endeavours for the Good of the Country. 
Dr. Bates did this, without its being propoſed by 
Mr. 24ather ; and had it ſign'd by ten Miniſters, be- 
fore Mr. Mather ever ſpake a Word to them about 
it: Nor could any two of them be prevailed with to 
ſuſpect any thing they had ſubſcribed, tho' ſome 
Eſſays were made towards ſuch a diſingenuous De- 
ſign, Pleaſe to accept a Copy of the Letter. 


To the much-honour'd General Court, aſſembled at 
| Boſion, in NewEngland. 


Much honour'd Gentlemen, | 
1 "Fa reſtoring of your Charter, upon which 
* the Security and publick Good of your Co- 
*« lony depends, we congratulate with as joyful Af- 
© fections, as with tender Reſentments we condoled 
the Depri vation of it. When your and our State 
& was, in appearance, deſolate, beyond humane Power 
and Counſel to redreſs, then Deliverance came from 
above; and in our deep Darkneſs, the Day-ſpring 
from on high viſited us. We moſt humbly ad- 
* mire and adore the glorious Author of that bleſ- 
* ſed Work; and we cannot but pay our grateful 
KReſpects, and dutiful Subjection, to his choſen 
© Servant, our Sovereign, the happy Inſtrument of 
it. All the Colours of Language are not lively 
nor grateful enough, to expreſs his Benefits to = 
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* Some among you may wonder there has been 
ſo long a Delay before your Charter was finiſh'd ; 
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He has the Honour of eſtabliſhing our Religion at | 
Home, and gives us Hopes of reſtoring it Abroad, 


in Places, out of which it has been unrighteouſly 


and cruelly expell'd. 


but if you conſider the Torrent of Affairs in 
Court, after the late Revolution, it will leſſen 
« The Truth 1s, your Affairs were ſo difficult 
and thorny, that the rare Union of the Wiſdom 
of the Serpent, and the Innocence of the Dove, 


were requiſite in the Commiſſioners managihg of 
it. A peremptory Refuſal of any Charter, but 


of an uniform Tenor with the firſt, had been like 
too ſtrong a Medicine, that exaſperates the Diſeaſe, 
inſtead of curing it. In Affairs of great Import- 
ance, it's Wiſdom maturely to deliberate, and con- 
ſider conditional Events; and by the Foreſight of 

Inconveniences that will otherwiſe follow, to ac- 
cept of ſuch things as are beſt, with reſpect to 
their Circumſtances. | 
« We therefore give this true Teſtimony of our 
much eſteem'd and beloved Brother, Mr. Increaſẽ 
Mather ; that with inviolate Integrity, excellent 
Prudence, and unfainting Diligence, he has manag'd 
the great Buſineſs of his Truſt, 
« As he is inſtructed in the School of Heaven, 
to miniſter in the Affairs of the Soul; fo he is 
furniſh'd with a Talent to tranſact Affairs of 
State. His Proceedings have been with that Cau- 
tion, and Circumſpection, as is correſpondent to the 
Weight of his Commiſſion; he, with Courage 
and Conſtancy, has et the noble Scope of 


his Employment; and underſtanding the true Mo- 


ment of Things, has preferr'd the publick Good 
to the vain Conceits of ſome, that more might 


have been obtain'd, if peremptorily inſiſted = | 
F) e 


4 \ i > 
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ce Conſidering the open Oppoſition, and ſecret 
te Arts, that have been uſed to Frultvate the beſt En- 
ce deavours for the Intereſt of New-England, the 
« happy Iſſue of theſe Things is ſuperior to our if 
« Expectation. Your preſent Charter ſecures Li- 1 


« berty and Property, the faireſt Flowers of the Ci- 1 
«, vil State; and, which is incomparably more valu- by 
ce able, it ſecures the Enjoyment of the bleſſed Goſ- bt 
ce pel in its Purity and Freedom: Altho' there is a 4 
«« Reſtraint of your Power in ſome things that were 4 
* granted in the former Charter, yet there are more 9 
« ample Privileges in other things, that may be of 6 
ic perpetual Advantage to the Colony. | 4 
« We doubt not but your faithful Agent will bh 
cc receive a gracious Reward above; and we hope, # 
& his ſucceſsful Service will be welcom'd with your 1 
ce entire Approbation, and grateful Acceptance. We 9 
& now, with ardent Affection, recommend our dear 1 
Brother to the Divine Mercy; that, through ſuch 1 
« dangerous Seas, he may ſafely arrive at his defir'd A 
Place; and we earneſtly pray, that the Bleſſings A 
© of Heaven may be always upon your Colony 4 


— 


< that by the Light and Power of the Goſpel, the 


e Prince of Darkneſs may be expell'd from his an- FL 
« cient Dominions, and the Kingdom of our Savi- 4 
* our may be eſtabliſhed, and enlarged, by the Ac- 1 
c ceſſion of the American Heathen to be his Inhe- 1 
“ ritance. Much honoured Gentlemen, we are z 
London, Oct. 7, Your very humble and 
1691. faithful Servants. 


This Letter was ſubſcrib'd by Dr. Bates, Mr. Matthew 
Mead, Mr. Matthew Barker, Mr. John How, Mr. V. 
Alſop, Mr. Richard Stretton, Mr. Thomas Woodcock, Mr. 
John fames, Dr. Sam. Anneſly, Mr. George Griffith, 
Mr. Richard Mayo, Mr, 1ſaac Chancey, and Mr. 
M 

; Having, 
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ſtcem for him, that he declared, that if Mr. Mather 
might be detained in England, he had rather have hin 


read in Hiſtory, and in Greek, and Latin Authors, 


tings, that he would confute them after he was 


nions which were not approv'd of, he did publith 


Dedication to Mr. Mather, then in London. Dr. 
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your Buſmeſs ; the Lord prolong your Life. 


Mr. Nathanael Vincent, and others, have offen de- 


Having, in the Courſe of the Hiſtory, brought 
Mr. Mather back to New-Exglard, it will not be 
foreign to the preſent Deſign to acquaint the Rea- 
der, that his four Years Abſence in England was 
not ſpent only in purſuing the Welfare of the civil 
State of the Province, but he very irequently preach'd 
in London, and commonly once a Month for Dr. 
Bates, at Hackney, and there receiv'd the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. The Doctor had ſuch an E- 


Join'd with him in the Paſtoral Charge, than any Man in 
the World. | | 

The Doctor, who was himſelf a moſt polite Scho- 
lar, could not but eſteem Mr. Mather, who was well 


and was a general Scholar. 
He alſo cultivated a Friendſhip with that great 
Man, Mr. Baxter, whom I heard expreſſing himſelf 
extreamly well plcas'd with a Book which Mr. Ma- 
ther had printed, and at that time preſented. to him. 
Mr. Baxter, in free Diſcourſe with Mr. Mather, de- 

ſir'd him, if he found Errors in any of his Wri- 


dead; and to ſet him an Example of oppoſing Opi- 


a Book in Anſwer to Mr. Mather, about the calling 
of the Fews, to which he prefix'd a very reſpectful 


Bates in his Funeral Sermon for Mr. Baxter, menti- 
ons a Viſit that the Doctor and Mr. Mather made 
to him the Day before he died. His laſt Words to 
Mr. Mather were, I bleſs God that you have accumpliſſe d 


Beſides his frequent Preaching in London, he en- 
deavour'd to promote a Coaleſcence of the two Par- 
ties, that go under the Names of Presbyterians, and 
Congregational ; nor was it in vain, Dr. Anneſley, and 


clar'd 


- 
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clar'd, that this Union had never been effected, if 
Mr. Mather had not been at London. At a General 
Aſſembly of the Miniſters in Devonſpire, 169 1, it 


was agreed, © That the Moderator, Mr. John Flavel, 


c ſhould ſend unto the Reverend Mr, Matthew Mead, 
« Mr. John How, and Mr. Increaſe Mather; and give 
« them, and ſuch others as have been eminently in- 

c ſtrumental in promoting the Union, the Thanks 

ce of the Aſſembly. | 

9. 2. One of the firſt things that occur'd in the 

Year 1692, was the Trouble which he found the 

Country in about Witchcrafts, and diabolical Poſ- 

ſeſſions. So many things were done and ſuffered by 

the Agency of inviſible Beings, as to leave no Room 
to doubt the Exiſtence of Spirits. There having 
been large Accounts printed of theſe Matters, I ſhall 
no farther touch on them, than to ſhew how hap- 
py it was for many that Mr. Mather was returned 
to New-England. Some Perſons under Torment at- 
firmed, that ſuch and ſuch appear'd to them, and 
handled them in an unmerciful Manner. Upon this 
Evidence, ſeveral, who were of no extraordinar 

Character, were apprehended. It preſently became 

a Queſtion, whether the Devil could repreſent an 

innocent Perſon as tormenting another? 

Hereupon Mir. Mather wrote a very learned Book, 
entitled, Caſes of Conſcience concerning Witchcraft : 1n 
which he demonſtrates that the Devil may appear in 
the Shape of an innocent and vertuous Perſon, to 
afflict thoſe who were under particular Moleſtati- 
ons. Upon this, ſpeftral Evidence, for ſo it was cal 
led, grew out of Reputation; and the Governor 
pardoned ſuch as had been condemned ; and there 
was now as great a Clamour raiſed in Defence of the 
Accuſed, as there had been before againſt them. 
Some, who had with great Vehemence maintain'd, 
that the Devil could nor aflict in the Shape of a 


good Man, were confuted by having their own 
| -—E T0 > es Shapes 
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64 The LIFE of 
Shapes thus abuſed. On this Occaſion ſome fooliſh 
Lies were raiſed, whether thro* Ignorance or Malice 
I do not enquire &. They have done no hurt, except 
to them who invented or unwarily ſpread the Ficti- 
ons. i . 

There was ſome Years ſince a Book publiſhed, 
which the Author calls, An Hiſtorical Eſſay concern- 
ing Witchcraft ; where he repreſents Things weakly 
and raſhly, and not fairly : but I do not find that his 
mean Performance has been any Diſadvantage to ei- 
ther Mr. Baxter's or Mr. Mather's Reputation. 
S8 Some time after the ſpectral Troubles were over, 
there was publiſhed a malicious Libel by a contemp- 
tible Perſon, entitled, Adore Wonders of the inviſible 
 Wirld. The Deſign was to vility Mr. Mather, the 
Elder and the Younger ; and to rail againſt Sir Mil- 
liam Phips, and againſt the Settlement which King 
William and Queen Mary appointed for the Pro- 
vince. 
The Book itſelf is full of groſs, ſordid, and no- 
torious Lies, and has been made evident to the World 
by an Anſwer printed in New-Emgland, which was 
drawn up and publiſhed by Mr. Obadiah Gill, Mr. 
on Barnard, Mr. John Goodwin, Mr. William Robie, 
Mr. Timothy Wadſworth, Mr. Robert Cumbey, and 
Mr. George Kobinſon : They were Communicants with 
Mr. Mather. They have ſo fully proved the vile 
Writer to be guilty of Lying, that I never could 
learn, he had the Impudence to publiſh any Reply 
to clear himſelf. How unaccountable is it, that a 
Man who pretends to give an Abſtract of the Hi- 
ſtory of New-England, ſhould bring a Book, writ- | 
ten by one of no Reputation in any Kind, and which 
has been evidently Rar het to be ſtufft with 
Lies, for one of his Vouchers! 


— 


* There has been printed a Report, that one related to Dr, Mather 
wa, among the Accuſed ; but it was falſe, and without any Foundation. 
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Dr. IN REASE MaTurr, 65 
If it be ſaid in his Defence, that the Abridger 
has not ſeen the Anſwer which I refer to, it had 
been well if he had ſeen this Anſwer that might 
have prevented Miſtakes. : ee 7; DN 

It was on the Occaſion of the Slanders publiſhed 
in that fooliſh Book, that Mr. Mather, at the Re- 
queſt of the abovementioned Perſons who undertook 
his Vindication, in Reply to a Complaint that he 
had ſpent a great deal of Money during his Agen- 
cy for New-England, did write to them as fol- 
lows. | Pos 

« Theſe little Men know not what it is to attend 
« in the Courts of Kings for four Years together; 
«/1f they did, they would not make that Objecti- 
« dn. And ſure I am, that when, at the Deſire of 
« many principal Perſons in the Country, I did 
« undertake a Voyage for England in April 1688, 
« the People in this Province would gladly have 
* given ten Times more than what I expended in 
« their Service, on Condition they might have re- 
ce ſtored and confirmed to them what they now en- 
« joy; yea, if it had been but in one Article of 
<« it. But beſides this, I may affirm, that, in effect, 
« ſerv'd the Country on Free Coſt. For I never 
«« demanded the leaſt Farthing, as a Recompence 
for the Time I ſpent in attending on their Af- 
fairs; but inſtead thereof, I procured in Donatt- 
e ons for the Publick (beſides the Privileges of the 
C Charter itſelf, which tho' not ſo great as I would 
&« have had, and as I would gladly have parted 
e with all J have in this World for to have pur- 
e chas'd, are greater than any other Plantation be- 
& ſides Nem-Eugland enjoys: I fay, beſides theſe 
things, I procured in Donations to the Province 
* and College) at leaſt nine hundred Pounds, more than 
all the Expences of my Aency came to. This be- 
** ing plain Matter of Fact, which the whole Ge- 
£ neral Aſſembly once had before them, I ai 

. K £6 


— LES of: 
cc all reaſonable Men will own, that Reproaches caſt 
« on me, for my Expenſiveneſs in the publick Ser- 
« vice, are moſt ungrateful and unworthy. | 

Ingratitude being the Growth of every Climate, 
I ſhall, at preſent, take no farther Notice of this Mat- 
ter, but proceed in the Hiſtory. 

§. 3. Being return'd to his more pleaſing Em- 
ployment, the Care of his Church, and of the Col- 
lege, he endeavour'd, with Diligence, Fidelity, and 
Prudence, to acquit himſelf. He, living at Boſton, 
did every Week viſit the College. He manag'd the 
Commencements ſo as always to be admitted. He 
ſhew'd great Learning and Knowledge in natural 
Philoſophy, as exhibited by the Ancients and Mo- 
derns. It was neceſſary that a Perſon, in his Station, 
ſhould be acquainted with what hath been written in 
paſt Ages, and what hath been diſcover'd by the 
modern Virtuoſi. 5h 

He highly valued my Lord Verulam's Writings, 
and Gaſſendus's Works; but above all others, he moſt 
eltecm'd the Philoſophical Works of the honourable 
Robert Boyle, Eſq; He often waited on that Gentle 
man, when in England, and was received by him 
with great Reſpect. It was A. D. 1681. that the Care 
of the College tell upon him. His Orations, which he 
pronounc'd at the Commencements, were always ap- 
plauded as being of pure Latin, the Propricty of which 
learned Language was fully underſtood by him. 

His Church refuſing to relinquiſh the Right they 
had in him, he declin'd, for awhile, to act as Preſi- 
dent, and promoted the Choice of another Perſon ; 
upon whoſe Death, in the Year 1684, the Over- 
ſeers and Fellows of the College apply'd ro him, 
praying him to act as Preſes pro Tempore. He acted in 
this Station when the Charter of the Colony was va- 
cated : a new pro Tempore Government being appoint- 
ed, the chief Perſon Was call'd Preſident, who thereup- 


on gave the Title of Rector to him who e = 
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College. But on the Settlement at Sir William Phips's 


Acceſſion to the Government, the former Title Pre- 
/ident was uſed : here Mr. Mather was diligent in the 


Diſcharge of the Truſt, preventing Diſorders, en- 
couraging of Piety, Induſtry, and Learning. When 


he was in England, he endeavour'd to pom the 
Welfare of the College, and procured ſome very 
valuable Donations to it. Here he became acquainted 


with Mr. Thomas Hollis, who has been the greateſt 


Benefactor the College ever had: That Gentleman 


being ſtill living, it would look too much like Flat- 


tery, to ſay what might be ſpoken by every one edu- 
cated at Harvard College, in Praiſe of a Perſon who 
has laid them under the greateſt Obligations. May 
God reward him. 

Mr. Mather, as ſoon as it could be done, obtain'd 
an Act of the General Aſſembly (which is, in that 
Province, as the Parliament is in Great-Britain) for 
incorporating the College; and it was done, on a lar- 
ger Foundation than the former Settlement. By 
this Act the College was enabled, among other things, 
to confer Degrees, (which the preceding Charter 
could not pretend to, beyond that of Batchelor and 
Maſter of Arts) ſuch as that of Batchelor and Dottor in 
Divinity. The Act being paſs'd (which by their Char- 
ter the General Aſſembly had Authority to paſs), the 
Univerſity did offer a Diploma, under their Seal,for a 
Doctorate to their Preſident, with the Hands of the 
Fellows annexed. It is as follows: | 


* Quum Gradus Academicos, tam in Theologia 
** quam in Philoſophia, pro more Academiarum in 


* glia, conferendi poteſtas ab ampliſſimo Guber- 


_ © natore & à ſummi Maſſachuſettenſis Curia, ſecun- 
** dum ſereniſſimi Regis ac Reginæ Gulielmi & Ma- 
* rie illis conceſſum Diploma, fit nobis commiſſa; 
* & quoniam vir Clariſſimus D. Creſcentins Ma- 
* therus, Collegii Harvardini in Nova Anglia præ- 
| * © {es 
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©* ſes Reverendus, Libros quam plurimos, tam An- 
* lice quam Latinè edidit,omnigena Literaturi refer- 
s tos, multiſq; prætereà modis non ſolum in Linguis, 
& in Artibus Liberalibus peritiſſimum, verùm eti- 
* am in S. S. Scripturis & in Theologia ſe oſtendit 
* verſatiſſimum, atque per ſtudia & merita vere ex- 
© traordinaria, non tantum apud Americanas, ſed & 
* Emnropeanas Eccleſias, commendatiſſimum fe reddi- 
edit; propterea dictum D. Creſcentium Matherum, 
** Doctoral Cathedra dignum judicamus; eumq; 
0 pro Autoritate nobis commiſſa, S. S. Theologie 
& Doctoremm nominamus ac renunciamus. In cujus 
«« Rei Teſtimonium, Academiz Sigillum hiſce Lite- 
« ris affiximus, nos quorum hic ſunt ſubſcripta 
« Nomina. Datum Cantabrigiæ Nov. Anglorum, 
& Die Novembris ſeptimo, Annoq; Domini mil- 
« fleſimo ſexcenteſimo nonageſimoq; ſecundo. 


Acting as Preſident, he required a ſtrict Confor- 
mity to the Statutes of the College, and acted in a 
due Diſcipline. He gave Advice to young Students 
what Books to read, on ſeveral Subjects that were 
proper to compleat their Studies. ES 
He kept up Diſputations among the Batchelors of 
Art, in which he moderated in the College-Hall. He 
commonly aſſign'd them ſuch Queſtions, as related 
to the Truths which were of principal Importance. 
He uſually preach'd once a Week to the Scholars, 
on ſuch Subjects as he thought moſt uſeful for them. 
Sometimes he entertain'd them in the College-/1all, 
with claborate Expoſitions. eg HO? 
Being ſenſible that Piety was as neceſſary for the 
learned, as for the unlearned, he would privately diſ- 
courſe with them ſingly about the State of their 
Souls, and the Neceſſity of Converſion: an uncon- 
verted Miniſter makes but a wretched Figure in the 
Pulpit. Some have receiv'd ſuch ſerious Impreſſi- 
ons from his Diſcourſes, as will give them m_ 
5 = 10N- 


os 
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brance of them. | — 4 
His thus applying himſelf to particular Perſons, 
and treating * about their 1 State, 
has been very ſucceſsful: and I have heard ſome in 
London ſpeak with great Gratitude of his wife Ad- 
monitions, by which they recety'd the firſt ſerious 
Impreſſions of Religion. 3 | 

He reſign'd his Charge of the College in 1701, 
becauſe the General Aſſembly required the Preſident 
to reſide at Cambridge. He did not ſee fit to part 
from a People at Baſton, who had manifeſted ſuch 
ſingular Eſteem for him, as few Churches have ſhewn 
to their Miniſters. Hereupon he quitted the Poſt, 
and ſpent the remainder of his Life among a People, 
that had diſcovered a. great Reſpe& for him, in 
chooſing his eldeſt Son to be the Paſtor of the 
Church; and afterwards, 1n ſending an Invitation to 
his youngeſt Son, who has, for ſome Years, liv'd 
in England, to return, in order to ſupply his - Ea- 
| ther's Place. When he took Leave of the Office, 
' which was much to the Diſſatisfaction of the Coun- 
try, he gave the Scholars a Farewel Diſcourſe on 
Coloſſ. iii. 11. Chriſt is all. And in the Concluſion, 
agg himſelf in theſe Ferms to them who heard 
um. 1 | 

“ Unto you that are Students in the College, and 
cc eſpecially unto ſuch of you, as are (what moſt of 
« you are) deſign'd for the Work of the A4iniſtry, 
ce the Advice which I now leave is this. 

« Firſt, Let the glorifying of the Lord Feſws 
ce Chriſt, and not any worldly Conſiderations, in- 
< duce you to devote yourſelves unto the Evange- 
ical Miniſtry, which you have before you. *Tis 
* true, 'tis an honourable Calling which you are 
cc entring upon. : 

To be Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, who is the King 
« of Kings, is to be in an honourable Station. The 
| A Es «« oreateſt 


'S 


ſion to bleſs God for, and retain a thankful Remem- | 
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_ «« preateſt Perſons on Earth have not thought it be- 


"=GC 


4 


neath them, to preach the Word of the God of 
W | 8 

«« The King in Feraſalem, and as great a King as 
they ever had, is call'd the Preacher. Some Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Writers affirm Titus to have been one 


of noble Extraction among the Cretians; and ſince 


the Reformation, what was George the Prince of 
Anhalt? What was the learned Chandicu, wha goes 


under the Hebrew Name of Sadeel? What was 


John Alaſco 4 Greatly enrich'd is that Man, whoſe 


Buſineſs it is to preach the unſearchable Riches 


of Chriſt : but you muſt not propoſe the Ho- 
nours of this World in what you undertake : No, 
but expect rather to be deſpiſed, and rejected 
of Men, and to have all manner of Indignities 
heap'd upon you. As little may you propoſe the 
Riches of this World; the low and mean Intention 
of getting a Living, mult not be the chief thing in 

our Eye. You may, no doubt, get much more 
Wealth, by beraking yourſelves to fome other Em- 


ployments. Poverty, narrow and humbling Cir— 


cumſtances, and grievous Detraudations from\an 


unthankful People, are what you muſt look for: 


you muſt count it Honour enough, and Riches 
enough, if Chriſt may have Service from you; 
there are ſpecial Advantages to ſerve Chriſt, which 
Miniſters have above other Men ; here let there be 
the Honours, and the Riches, that your . Hearts 
will be mainly ſet upon. „„ 
& Secondly, Let your Sermons be as full of Chriſt 

as may be. Sermons full of ſelf, and made for 
the Oftentation of your own Learning; are theſe 


* Sacrifices that God will be well pleaſed with ? 


The Sermons of the Apoſtles were not ſuch ; no, 
they could fay, We preach not ourſelves, but Chrift 
Fejms the Lord, What were the Pauline Sermons * 


We read, he preach'd thoſe things which —_— 
5 the 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Alas! there are Preachers in 
« the World, that have little of Chriſt in their Ser- 
« mons. A Morality without the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
is all that is to be found in their Sermons : No- 
thing higher than is to be met with in, a Cice- 
ce 70, a Seneca, an Eypictetus, a Plutarch, is to be 
« found in their Sermons. Nomen Chriſti non eſt 
« ibi. Nay, they count it a Diſparagement to 
cc their Sermons, to have the Name of Chriſt often 
« mention'd in them. How unlike are ſuch unto 
« that Servant of the Lord, who has the Name of 


« Chriſt, no leſs than ten times in the ten firſt Verſes 
cc of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians CHRIST! 


E 
A 


N A 
RX A 


« how copious the Subject! how ſublime ! There 
« js Matter enough in it for your Meditation, all 


« the Days of your Lives. Do not neglect, by 
« any means, to preach on the Glorie, the Perſon, 
« the Offices, and the Benefits of CHRIST, and the 
« Intereſt which he has in every Article of our 
« Holy Religion. Know the Truth, as it is in Je- 
ce (us, Wherefore, + 3 

« Thirdly, Have an Eye ſtill on Chriſt, even when 
cc you are preaching on other Subjects. We ma 
<« not think, that if a Man preaches on Subjects 
- < wherein Chriſt is not immediately referr'd unto, 
« Chriſt and the Goſpel is not preached in them: 
but this I will fay unto you, Other Subjects are 
« to be preach'd upon; and yet ſtill, in all a Chriſt 
is to be repair'd unto. . ; 

« The Evil of Sin 1s to be preach'd upon ; the 
„ Miſery of Man, fallen by Sin, is to be preach'd 
« upon ; but it muſt be to lead the Hearers to 
* Chriſt, who is the mighty and only Saviour of 
Sinners. The Moral Law is to be preach'd upon, 
* as the Rule of our Obedience to God. The 
“% Duties of Piety, and Equity, and Charity, are to 
* be preach'd on; but the Example of Chriſt, ob- 
* ſerving the Law, and Manuduction to him for our 

„ « Aſſiſtance 
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« Aſſiſtance and Acceptance in all we do, is always 


cc 
(e 
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to accompany it. Remember the Life of your 
preaching, will be according to what there is of 
Chriſt, who is the Life ſhining in it. 


If you do thus glorify Chriſt, God, even the 
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eternal Father, will take it kindly from you; for 
there is nothing ſo dear to him as that Son of his 
Love. His Chriſt is dearer to him, than all the 
Angels in Heaven; dearer to him than all the 
Worlds which are the Works of his Hands. 
Tis for him that he hath made them all; he de- 
_ exceedingly to ſee his Chriſt glorified; and 
it this be what your Hearts are ſet upon, he will 


reward you wonderfully. You will have this 


glorious Reward among the reſt, that you will 
have his holy Spirit powerfully breathing in your 
Miniſtry. An eminent Scotch Divine, hearing 
a young Miniſter preach an elaborate Sermon, 
commended the Sermon, yet complained, I Wan 
ed one thing, I wanted the Spirit of God; that was 
not ſo ſenſible and apparent in it. You will take 
an excellent Way to eſcape this Complaint upon 
your Services. The Spirit of Truth will glorify me, 
faith our Saviour. That holy Spirit wall ſadly 
withdraw from the Miniſtry, that has not Chriſt 
animating of it. No Doubt, this may be the ve- 
ry Cauſe, why an unſucceſiful Miniſtry is become 


the Matter of Obſervation and of Lamentation. 


« And now, my Children, what ſhall I fay more 
unto you? I hope that as to many of you (Oh! 
that it might be all of you') I ſhall meer you with 
Foy at the right Hand of Chriſt 1n 9 Day 
of bis appearing and his Kingdom, when both 
you and I ſhall rejoice that ever he brought and 
placed me among you. But if any of you, who 
are Students in the College, prove ſo miſerable 35 
to die in your Sins, and in a Chriſtleſs Conditi- 


on, I earneſtly proteſt unto you hir Day, that : 
; | « ſha 


— 


— 


“ Chriſt in that Day, that I have called upon you; 
« both publickly and privately, to make ſure of an 
« Intereſt in him. Tam now pure from the Blood 


«.of your Souls: If any of you (which Mercy 


ce prevent ) ſhall die in your Sins, your Blood will 
« be upon your unhappy Heads. I have done the 
« Part of a faithful Father to you. 


It were to be wiſh'd; that what Mr. 1/aac Watts 


has written in a Preface to Mr. Fennings's tuo Diſe 
| courſes, & c. was duly obſerved. * Let us Mini- 


ce ſters conſider how little has been our Succeſs, in 


* Compariſon of the Multitudes converted by our 
« Fathers in the Day of their Miniſtry. Now, tis 
« worth our Enquiry, whether it may not be aſ- 
ce cribed to the Abſence of CHRIS in our Sermons. 
« And what Reaſon, indeed, can we have, to ex- 
&« pect the Preſence and Influence of the Spirit of 
« Chriſt, if we leave his Perſon, his Offices, his 
* Grace, and his Goſpel, out of our Diſcourſes, 
ec and give but a flight and caſual Hint at theſe glo- 


c rious Subjects, which ought to be our daily 


« Theme? - 

Thoſe Diſcourſes of Mr. Jennings concerning 
preaching Chriſt, &c. if J may be allowed to give 
my Opinion, deſerve to be peruſed by all who are 
e for the Miniſtry. Dr. Mather has, in a 
Preface to a Book which he publiſhed a few Years 

before he died, Words to this Effect: . Toftenthink 


(and I wiſh young Preachers would think of it) 


* of the Adviceof the famous Dr. Sibbes to young 
ce Tho: Goodwin (who afterwards proved a no leſs fa- 
* mous Doctor than the other,) Young Man, ſaid he, 
* if ever jou ond do good, you muft prog Chriſt and 
I ree Grace. Upon his auitting his Overſight of the 
College, he made a Remark : I have (they are his 


Words) received more Diſconragement in the Work © 


of God, from thoſe whom I have laid under the 
5 greateſt 
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« ſhall reſtify againſt you before the Lord Jeſus 


* 
* f 


greateſt Obligations, than from all the World beſides. 
Let not my Children ny too much Confidence in Men ; 
it may be, ſuch as they have laid under the greateſt Obli- 
© gations of Gratitude, will prove the moſt unkind to them, 
hade often had Experience of it. Thus he writes. 
I with his Sons, who ſurvive him, were the onl 
Miniſters who have Occaſion to make ſuch a Re- 
mark. 1 ſuppoſe, both of them have had the great- 
eſt Civilities ſhewn to them, by Perſons from whom 
they did not expect any rhing of that Nature; and 
the moſt monſtrous Ingratitude from them, whom 
they have laid under the greateſt Obligations; which, 
ſince it lay not in their Power even to return in Ci- 
vilities, the Ingrates have requited with a ſuperla- 
tive Rudeneſs: ſo dangerous a thing is it to oblige 
Mankind roo much. | 
§. 4. He {till purſued his Studies. In the Morn- 
ing, he deliberately read a Chapter of the Bible and 
prayed, and then applied himſelf to either writing 
or reading. At Nine, he came down to his Family, 
read a Chapter, and prayed with them, and then re- 
turned to his Study until Dinnerqume ; after which 
he ſoon applied himſelf to Study, having firſt pray- 
ed, and ns ſpent the Afternoon. In the Evening, 
he prayed, and proceeded in his Study until nine 
at Night, when he came down to Family Prayer; 
after which he proceeded in his Studies, oftentimes 
until Midnight, or later, and concluded with Prayer. 
He commonly ſpent ſixteen Hours of the twenty 
four in his Study; and did ſo rarely make Viſits, 
that he has ſometimes been complain'd of. 8 5 
He conſcientiouſly devoted a Tenth Part of his 
Income to pious Uſes. This was the leaſt, and of- 
ten did more than ſo. That he might be exact, and 
not give leſs, he kept an Account of the Profits of 
the Year, and never fail'd of giving the tenth Part 
thereof: And it has been found, that in ſome Years 
he has laid out rwenty four Ponds above the tenth 
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part of the whole Year's Income. And when he 


preached to Churches, whoſe Paſtors were dead, the 
Gratuities which were offered to him, he directed 
to be given to Widows and Orphans. He alſo often 
remitted what belong'd to him as Preſident ; none of 
this was reckoned into the Tenths, which he had 
conſecrated to good Uſes. N 
Notwithſtanding he led ſuch a recluſe Life, he 
was Company fit for Gentlemen: And tho? his Con- 
verſation was ſometimes with Perſons of the farſt 
Quality, he was never charg'd with an Indecency. 
He was far from engroſſing all the Diſcourſe to him- 
ſelf. His Words were few and unaffected. His 
Study was the Place he moſt delighted in. I have 
heard him ſay, that he ſhould not deſire to go a- 
broad all the Week; provided he might have Liber- 
ty to go out and preach on the Lord's-day. 
His Sermons were all well ſtudied; and Perſons 
who were every way qualified to be Judges of the 


Matter, have ſaid, that He never preach'd 4 Sermon, 


but what 2as worthy of the Prefs. 


A very accomplith'd Perſon dedicating to him a 
learned Diſputation, De Chriſti deſcenſs ad Inferos, 


printed in Holland 1702, addreſſes him, as Theologo- 
rum & Philoſophorum omnium per totam, qua late patet, 
Nov. Anpliam, facile princeps. | | 
He deſpiſed what they call Quaintneſs of Style: 
never had any Jingles of Words, nor any fanciful 
impertinent Turns of Thought; much leſs any of 
thoſe tall Metaphors, that ſer the Rabble a gaping, 
and raiſe Pity in the judicious Part of the Auditory : 
but he addicted himſelf to a plain and conciſe Style : 
He was very careful to be underſtood. | . 
It was his conſtant Endeavour to preach ſcriptural- 
ly, and to ſupport what he advanced by pertinent 
Texts, He was a great Admirer of Mr. Hilderſham's 
preaching, who was celebrated for his excellent Ta- 


lent in that kind. His Language was adapted to his 


L 2 7 Auditory, 
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Auditory, without intermixing any Paſſages that 
_ nor ſuitable to the Dignity of the Oracles of 
Cod. 8 | 
I am not unaware of what is the modern Way of 
ſermonizing ; and that to preach ſcripturally, is to 
reach, in the Eſteem of many, very unfaſhiona- 
bly. I would recommend a Paragraph in Mr, 
Charnock, (Vol. 2. p. 236.) Savanarola obſerves, 
„ That when he neglected preaching of the Scrip- 
< ture, and applied himſelf to Diſcourſes of Philo- 
& ſophy, he gained little upon the Hearts of the Peo- 
e ple: But when he came ro illuſtrate and explain 
ce the Scripture, the Minds of People were wonder- 
fully enflamed, and excited to a ſerious Frame: 
% And that when he diſcourſed in a phjloſophical 

Manner, there was a Non- Attention, not only of 
« the more Ignorant, but of the more Learned too. 
& But when he preached Scripture Truths, he found 
cc the Minds of Men mightily delighted, ſtung with 
&« divine Truths, brought to Compunction, and a 
Reformation of their Lives; which ſhews, faith 
& he, the Power of the Word, acting more vigo- 
cc roufly than all humane Reaſon in the World. 
& Andindeed Scripture, and Scripture Reaſon, 15 the 
cc Wiſdom of God; all other Reaſon ische Wiſdom 
*& of Man. God will depreſs Man's Wiſdom, and 
& advance his own : it works as it is the Word of Goa, 
& which lives and abides for ever. To wrap a ime 
cc Piece of Silk about a Sword, or guild a Diamond, 
« is to hinder the Edge of the one, and the Luſtre 

©of the other. 5 

It is certain, that a Regard is to be had unto the 
Language which a Man uſes in the Pulpit. He ought 
to avoid Flaſhes of Wit, which border on Buffoonery, 
as well as aStile that is either groveling and auk ward, 
or ſuch as can pleaſe none but the ſillieſt Part of the 
Auditory. Dr. Mather was never known to advance 
what at firſt appeared a Paradox, which, when ont 
mine 
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mined, hath nothing conſiderable in it. One 
Paſſage in a Sermon, (on Acts xiii. 2.) preached at 
the Ordination of his eldeſt Son, will explain the 
Article I am upon. . 5 

« Since the Spirit of God is concerned ſo much 
« in the Separation of Perſons to the Work of the 
« Miniſtry, how much does it concern them to be 
« very ſpiritual in their Miniſtry ! Let it be their 
Care to live ſpiritually, and be ſpiritually- minded 
« Men, and not grieve the holy Spirit of God by 
« any Irregularities: But let them alſo preach ſpiri- 
« tually, and therefore preach ſcripturally. The 
« Word of God 1s the Sword of the. Spirit; and 
« they muſt have, and quote, much of that in their 
« Sermons, if they would have the Spirit of God 
« breathing in them. i 

His Pronunciation of his Sermons was remote 
from any ill Accent. He was grave and deliberate, 


' and as ſome Subjects required, his Voice would riſe 


at emphatical Clauſes, as the Diſcourſe proceeded 3 
and come on with fuch Lite, Vigour, and Seriouſ—- 


| -ncfs, as would ſtrike a very ſenſible Awe upon the 


Hearers. What was obſerved of the great Farellus 
might be applied to him, Nemo tonuit fortins. 

He uſed no Notes in his preaching. He wrote 
his Sermons in Quarto Books, and then he commit- 
ted them to his Memory. He would write an Octavo 
Page or two of Texts and Hints, which he carried 
in the Beginning of his Bible, to help him if he 
thould at any Time be at 4 Loſs; yet he never look'd 
upon 1t, except once in his old Age; which he rook 
to be a Symptom of Decay, which was a Forerunner of 
Death. He approved the Uſe of Notes in preach- 
ing; yet he diſtinguiſhed it from Reading ahh a Diſ- 
courſe, which often flattens the Vigour and Life of 
a Sermon. Cs $2 

He not only made Conſcience of ſtudying what 

he delivered in the Pulpit, but daily prayed for di- 
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vine Aſſiſtance in his Meditations, and à Bene- 
diction on his Sermons. One Article of Petition in 
his Days of Prayer was, Direction what Subjects to preach 
upon. The laſt Thing which he did, before his go- 
ing forth to preach a Sermon, was, to offer a ſecret 
Prayer for God's gracious Preſence with him; and 
when he came home, the firſt Thing he did, was, 
In Secret to give Thanks 'tor the Ante Which 
God had granted, and to beg a Bleſſing on what had 
been — „„ 
As to Direction what Subjects to diſcourſe on, I 
ſhall give you an Inſtance. He once felt a ſtrong 
Impreſſion upon his Mind, to preach a Sermon about 
Self Murder, but he declin'd it. Some time after 
the ſame Thoughts returned again, he implored di- 
vine Guidance; and not knowing but that ſomething 
more might be in it, than What he was aware of, he 
reſolved to preach on that Subject, which he did 
from Acts xvi. 27, 28. Soon after a Perſon came to 
him, owning that God had bleſſed this Sermon to 
prevent Self Murder; to commit which, violent 
Temptations had been offered. Such Directions, I 
ſuppoſe, moſt Miniſters, who are ſerious in their 
Work, do occaſionally receive. N 
F. 5. Old Age came on him ; but until he was 
paſt Eighty, his Intellectuals did not appear enfeebled. 
On the Day he. had attain'd to the Age of Four- 
ſcore, he preach'd on thoſe Words in Exel, xvi. 5. 
The Day when thou waſt born; which they who wrote 
after him have printed, and it has been received 
with great Efteem. He had outliv'd many worthy 
Perſons of his Acquaintance, ſome of whoſe Lives 
are recorded in the Church-Hiſtory of New-Eng- 
land; others have died ſince that Book was printed. 
T hope it will not be unacceptable, if I mention the 
Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard, who was, for many 
' Years, Miniſter of the South Church in Boſton. He 


Was an admirable Man in the Pulpit. His Stile was 
ES, maſculine 
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maſculine and florid. I ſuppoſe the Perſon, who made 


a Motion to ſend modern Authors to New-England, 


to heighten their Stile, becauſe it equals not the 


Diction of the Europeans, had never read Mr. Wil- 
lurd's Books; if he had, I can hardly think he would 
have made ſuch a Propoſal. Beſides, there is as great 
2 Diſſimilitude in the Stile of New-England Wri- 
ters, (ſuch, I mean, who have had their Education 
in Harvard College) as in the Writers among Men 
of various Denominations in England. — into 
the Writings of Mr. Mather of Dublin, into what 
has been publiſhed of Mr. Nathanael Mathers, and 
into the ſeveral Treatiſes publiſhed by Dr. Increaſe 
Mather, you'll ſee their Stile 1s different. Ir 1s 
hardly reaſonable to make a Judgment of the Stile of 


an whole Province, by ſome few Paſlages that are 


in a particular Writer. 


But to return to Mr. Willard ; he was the Author 


of ſeveral valuable Treatiſes, which were printed in 
 New-England, and are mention'd in his Funeral Ser- 


mon : beſides, he has written a ſhort Expoſition 
of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, which has never been 
printed; and at his Monthly Catechiſing Lectures, he 
did, in moſt learned and claborate Diſcourſes, explain 
a great Part of the Catechiſm. 

He was an admirable Logician, and knew how to 
| ſtate and manage a Controverſie, beyond moſt Men 
that ever I knew. He was a compleat Maſter of 
the Quinquarticular Controverſie. Dr. Mather ſhew'd 
his Eſteem for him, by writing a Preface to a moſt 
judicious and learned Book of Mr. Millard's, con- 


cerning the Covenant of Redemption. Had he liv'd 


to have finiſh'd and publiſh'd his Lectures on the Ca- 
techiſm, (an hundred and ſixty of which J have in 
Manuſcript) the World would have ſeen as exact 
and as judicious a Body of Divinity, as has been pub- 
liſh'd, either in this, or the laſt Century. I do pay 
2 {mall Acknowledgment to Mr. Millard, in what I 
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now write. It ought not to offend any, that J take 
this Occaſion to expreſs my Gratitude, for Civilities 
received from ſo conſiderable a Divine. I am not 
willing to forget any Favour that I have receiv'd 
from worthy Perſons, however unwilling I am to 
remember the Injuries that have been offer'd by ſome, 
who do not trouble their Heads with thinking. 
Dr. Mather had an extraordinary Value for Mr. 

fohn Cotton, the celebrated Author of the Power of | 
the Keys, & c. They both underwent the ſame ſort of 
Perſecution in one Article; that is to ſay, they were 
both pelted with Libels, by ſcoundrel Scriblers. 


What Dr. Mather ſuffer d, has N been conſi- 


der'd; it was whilſt he was living. What his Father 
in Law Mr. Cotton underwent, and which I now 
have mine Eye upon, was after his Death. The 
Book I refer to, is entituled Gulielmi Nichol/s Preſ- 


byteri defenſio Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ, &c. 


In his Apparatus, writing about the Settlement of 
New-England, he has theſe Words: His primarius 
Paſtor erat Cottonns, qui Neoplemude circa Aunum 
AADCXXX, juxta Independentium normam, Eccleſiam 


ordinavit, alias mox conſtitutus. In qua re plurimum 


opis tulit ab Hutchinſona quadam inſpirata (ut ipſi volunt) 
Femina, que, ut Maximilla Montani, individua Cotton 
Comes & Adjutrix fuit. . 

It will be difficult to produce ſo ſhort a Paragraph 
in any Hiſtory, cgowded with more groſs Miſrepre- 


ſentations. It's ff Lye, to ſay he ſet up his Church 


at New Plimouth; for J have good reaſon to believe 
he never was there: the Church he gather'd, was 
at Boſton, not Plimonth, I never met with any Au- 
thor, or Report, that gives the leaſt Shadow of Oc- 
caſion to ſuppoſe the Fact to be as this Writer re- 


preſents it. 


It's a groſs Fiction, to ſay he had Aſſiſtance from 
Futchinſona quadam. It's a ridiculous Falſhood to 


pretend, that any look d on that Perſon to be _ 


55 8 "= of, _ [FORE of N A - 
PLIES a Sen. n ö 2. 3 
e ns 8-3 . 
; SEO I 9 my . — 
> EE F 
* 23-6 r 3 
e 73 7 5 —_ — — J 
? * * N q 


N 88 . r 
— Er ee ; 2 


b bra ET CY 
A F 
n 2 I = "a, N a » n wr YL 5 0 
ä A i o S z 2 
# „ £2 rol 8; > SECS DB So * N l eee . = 
RET... © 5 1 F = 4 ar * ** ISAS an * * 5 os ©: 3. 3s — 
7 «ID $55 a. * * * 1 2 PF * 4+. > - Le 7 RS 3 * — y * 8 ws 7 vi — £ ＋ 8 3 
þ * - F Cs n 1 2 
5 es” 8 r . 8 8 * N N 
ny & . 2 _ 4 * a" l as "IB. 4 * ; * 4 ” 
+ 44 . ; a 1 75 | SE : + oy N as 5 z "I J s 
* ? : * * P x 4 4 * K : 
2 27 f * „ g 112 LES: E 2 
Bo E + : £ | 7 4 , 2 
5 4 * * < - © 
4 $ * S þ X C 2 * 
y Oo « 2 v ; 2 » N > * . ; 
; *. pf , , 2 f Pi 2 k . 7 F- ; ; 
i ; 0 


it's both baſe and falſe to ſay, ſhe was Corroni comes & A 
has ſet this Matter in ſuch a Light, as to leave a j 
Brand of Inifamy upon the Names of them, who 
have abuſed ſo learned and venerable a Perſon as Mr. 
John Cotton: This Author, to whom I now refer, 4 
was much in tlie wrong, if he thought that the [ 
Luſcioufneſs of his Stile could atone for the Falſe- f 
neſs of his Hiſtory,  _ 1:7 
Among foreign Divines; with whom Dr: Mather 
held a Correſpondence, was the learned Dr: Lexſden, 4 
Profeſſor of the Hebrew Tongue at Urrecht. He ö 
made a Preſent to Dr. Mather of ſeveral of his own, | 
as well as of the Books of other learned Men, printed 
in thoſe Parts; as a Return for ſome Indian Books; 
particularly, the Bible in that Language, printed in 
Nei - England. Senguerdins, in his Natural Philoſo- 
| phy, has _ that he received from Dr. Mather. 
There was a Society of Gentlemen and Divines in 
Neu-England, for the carrying on of the ſame De- 
ſign wh the Royal Society, promoted by Dr. Aa. 
ther: They had made ſome Progreſs in collecting 
Materials; which might have furniſhed a Volume, 
not inferior to ſome of the German Ephemerides, had 
not the Iniquity of the Times occaſion'd its being 
laid aſide: The honourable Wait Winthrop, Eſq; was 
one of the Gentlemen of that Society: He was a 
great Philoſopher, and excelFd in Chymiſtry. He 
difpenſed Medicines to the Poor gratis, with great 
Succeſs. He was of one of the beſt Families in V- 
England. | 
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erregte οοο 
| A AP. VIII. e 
His laſt, Days, and Death. 


ing ſenſible that he approach'd toward 
© the Eternal World, the Meditations of 
it employ' d his Thoughts; as Endea- 
8 vours to prepare for it did, in a pecu- 
tar Manner, take up his Time. He preach'd ſeveral 
Sermons about the Glory of Heaven, which were print- 
.cd. In the Preface, he makes Acknowledgment of 
the Affection of his Congregation to him, in hay» 
ing often (as has been ſignified) pray'd for his 
Lite. “ Tam (to uſe his own Words) very ſenſible 
©: of your Love, and bleſs God for it: he has made 
my Age to be a good old Age, &. Neverthe- 
& leſs, for the future, let me intreat you to pray 

e not for my longer abiding here; but that whulſt I 
« am in the World, I _ be ſerviceable; and that 
I might be made meer for the Inheritance of the 
c Saints in Light; and that the Lord would gract- 
'« ouſly haſten my being among the Spirits of juſt 

„Men made perfect. Fall 1 ee! 

On Seprember=25, 1722, he did with an excellent 
pathetick Prayer, in a. vaſt Auditory, conclude a 

Faſt Day, kept by his Church to obtain Succeſs to 
the preaching of the Goſpel, and for the Growth of 
vital Piety. Within two Days after this, he fell in- 
to an Apoplectic Deliquium, out of which he ſoon 
recovered ; but it left him ſo weak, that he never went 

abroad more. on 

It/has been before remarked, that he was not un- 
willing to go through Sufferings, by divine Aſſi- 

ſtance; and I am now to obſerve, he had a very great 
Share of them which fell to his Portion. _— 
oa F give 
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give 2 Journal of his laſt Indiſpoſition, it may ſufe 
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ce the Reader's Curioſity, if I add, that a violent 


Hickeough ſeiz d him, which would hold him a Week, 
and ſometimes a Fortnight, without Intermiſſion; and 


then, after a little time, would return with its for- 


mer Violence. It produc'd a Corroſion of his Dia- 


phragm, and at ws ory affect his Head: and un- 
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der the Weight of old Age, and ſinking Weakneſs, 


he had not that Livelineſs nor Coherence of Thought, 
which he before enjoy'd. Without queſtion, the 


grand Adverſary did all that he could, to make the 


laſt Days ofthis holy Man cloudy. 


Under his Indiſpoſitions, he expreſs'd a very great 


Solicitude that he might not diſhonour God, nor for- 


fake his Dependance on Chriſt, nor renounce the 


Choice which he had made ſeventy Years before; the 
Thought of which was an unſpeakable Conſolation 


id ht} 55 


n, notwithſtanding the Struggles he had with 


theſe complicated Diſtempers, he would often ſay, 
The infinite Mercy in God, and the infinite Merit in 
Chriſt, keep me above all Diſcouragement. He frequent - 


ly thought on thoſe Words of our Saviour, Where 


1 am, there ſhall my Servant be ; to which he would 
add, CHRIST #s in Heaven; and if I am a Servant 
of his (which I as ſure I am), then ſhall I be there. He 
made greater Complaints, on the account of his be- 


ing laid aſide as to publick Uſefulneſs, than he did 


about any of his complicated Maladies. He would 
have the Seventy firſt Pſalm often read to him, and 


till expreſs'd a great Delight in Prayer, ſeldom let- 
ting his eldeſt Son go out of his Preſence without 


praying by him. Being ask'd, what he defir'd to 
ave mention'd in the Prayers offer'd to God on his 
behalf? he reply d. That I may do Good whilſt I live, 


ud that I may honour Chriſt in my Death. Being in- 


form'd that lr. Thomas Hollis had, in a Letter writ- 
ten to his eldeſt Son, enquir'd whether he were in the 
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to it; this World is the 3 the 
e B 
At length he felt the Torment of the gene, which 
et became not intolerable, until within about three 
Weeks before his Diſſolution, A few Days before 
which, he had a ſtrong Perſuaſion that in a little time he 


ſhould be fetch d to Heaven, and that he ſhould die in 


the Arms of his eldeſt Son; who, on Auguſt the 234, 
1723, perceiving the Agonies of Death coming on 
him, did what he could to adminiſter ſuitable Con- 
ſolations. Amongſt other things, he ſaid, Sir, the 


Meſſenger is come to tell you, This Day ſnalt thou be 


with me in Paradiſe: Do jon believe it, Sir, and re: 
joice in the Views and Hopes of 'it ? he replied, J do ! 
1d! Ido“ And upon ſpeaking theſe Words, he died 
in his Son's Arms. 

Had Dr. Mather ever pray d to God that he 
_ die a Martyr, he had an Equivalent granted to 
him; by three Weeks racking Pain of the Stone, he 
rd, more, than if he had iel at the Stake. The 
Rewards for patient ſuffering of Pain and Torment, 
will be as certain as (if not more ample, than) thoſe, 
which are aſlign' d to active Obedience unto the 
Law of God. 

' Theſe Tryals come not on the Faithful by Chance; 
but are appointed by the Providence of an infinitely 
wiſe God, who delights not in the Miſery or An- 
guiſh of his — 7 but if he he efflicts dae for 
the Tryal of their Faith, it is, od upon their pre- 
ſent enduring of it, he may make them for ever bleſ- 
fed, in the Enjoyment of that Crown of Life, which 

he has promiſed to them who love him. 

They, who open'd his Body, were aſtoniſh' d to 
find via Cauſe there had been for the Groans of the 


laſt three Weeks of his Life; and it was from God's 


infinite Mercy, that he had not earlier Occaſion of 


A They found, beſides a Polypns is 


. e unge 


that were ejected and ſilencid u the Reſtoration 
1 King e II. and * . 


2 


vince) for any Divine: and ſome Foreigners, who 


were preſent, faid, they had never ſeen the like in 
any a Part of the World. The honourable Wil- 


lam Dummer, Eſq; who was then Lieutenant-Go- 


vernor, and Commander in chief of the An 
and his honourable, ancient, and ſincere Friend, S4. * 
muel Sewal, Eſq; the Chief Judge of the Province, 


WM 


principal Miniſters, held up the Pall 3 before wn 
9 hundred and threeſeore Scholars of the 
| whereof he had been Preſident, walk'd in O 
| About fifty Miniſters were Followers of the C 
the Spectators could not be number'd. On that Day 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Foxcroft (one whom Dr. 
| Mather greatly eſteem d) entertain'd a vaſt Auditory 
WH with an acceptable Diſcourſe, on 2 Chron: xxiv. x59 
16. He was full of Days when he died, and they buried 
tim honourabhy, becauſe he had done good i in Iſrael. 
lis Church ever ſhew'd a great Eſteem of and 
Veneration for him, and it's no vain Repetition if 
I fay, that Church is a Pattern to all the Proteſtant 


their Value for him upon his Death; but with a 
noble Gratitude, bore the Expences 1 his Funeral. 
May God reward them. After this, the Pulpits 
through the Country were filt d with Funeral Ser- 


5 
9 r. 


AG of Uniſor: 


Seven Days after his Death, W ENF with 
2 greater Funeral than ever had been ſeen (in the Pro- 


with the Preſident of the College, and three of the 


7 | 


Churches that ever I aw, for they did not loſe 


Mons: The Miniſters e of . ſucgelively fer 


es, ſome of them —— n * 8 n 3 
of which was ſufficjent/to have-caus'd the moſt 
exquiſite Pain. Hie was the laſt, and the only ſure 
"ll one, of (if 1 have not miſcounted) more 
than two. Thouſand and two Hundred Miniſters, 
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nine or ten Welsin his ow bahn, lexpreech thei 

Condolance with his Church. It, Was with great 
Satisfaction that he ſaw the Churches. in Boos fa 
well furniſh'd, as they are at preſent, with valuable 
Miniſters; whoſe: Charscter it's not ſeaſonable 0 
draw at this time. | 

Inſtead of entertaining che Reader with Beim N 

of the Funeral Diſcourſes made on the Occaſion of 
his Death; or with a Deſcription of the Place 
where he was buried, 1 ſhall exhibit a. — 
of his Books. h 
The Myſtery of Iſrael's 3 e 10. 

The Life and Death of Mr. Richad Mather, 

A Sermon againſt Drunkenneſi "FI 

The Day of Trouble, &cc. 
Important Truths about Converſion. 

The firſt Principles of New-England. . 

A Diſconrſe concerning the Subject of Bapriſin, ec. 
Tube wicked Man's Portiun. 

The Times of Men are in the Hands of God. 5 
An Hiſtory of the Indian War. FA 
of Relwins of Troubles of "EP 1 the . 

Indians from the beginning. 5 
Diſcourſe concerning the Prevalency of Prayer. 
Renewal of Covenant, &c. 

Of praying for the Riſing Generation. 

A Call to the Riſing Generation, 

Divine Right of . Baptiſm, & c. 

The great Concernment of a Covenant People &c⸗ 

Heaven's Alarm to the World, | 

Diatriba de ſigno Filii Hominis. 

Practical Truths. i 

The Church a Subject of Nee 

A Diſcourſe concerning Comets. 

Remarkable Providences. | 

The Dottrine of Divine Providence, 
Againſt promiſcuous Dances. 

The Myſtery of Christ. 

The 2 of Sinners exhorted, &Cs - 
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Fg | 15 0 of 4 Main fre Murdee, 
2 8 This: Was ewe . à ſecond time 2 
20 LHondom, at the end of a Book entituled 
e; which occaſion'd the Author 01 
the Arhene Oxonienſes, to mention Dr. Mather 
as the Author of . e but 1 it was a 
5 ee 0 1 | 
4A Teſtimony again Superſtitions. 
De 4 Time ee Tndos, E 8 28 
The Unlawfulneſs of ſwearing on the Book, 1. | 
Several Papers relating to the State of New-England- 
The Revolution in New:-En gland juſtified. 5 
he Bleſſing of primitive Commilers 5 
Caſes of Conſcience concerning Witchcraft, &c-. 
An Eſſay on the Power of a Paſtor for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Sacraments. 
On the Caſe whether a Man may nn t2w0 8 ale 
Solemn Advice to young Men, 
A Treatiſe of Angels, d 
A Diſcourſe on Man's not knowing 5 Time. 
Concerning eating of Blood. | 
> David ſerving his Generation. | 
. The ſureſt Way to the higheſt Honour. 
+ Diſcourſe on haraneſs of Heart. | 
The Folly of ſmmning. * 
. The Order of the Goſpel vindicated. 
Tube Bleſſed Hope. 
Remarks on a , of G. Ks 
| The Glory departing, &c. 
The Criſtian Religion the only true Religion, &C23 
| The Excellency of a publick, Spirit. 
The Duty of Parents to pray for their Children? 
Goſpel Truths. 
The Voice of God in the formy Winds. : 
Practical Truths to promote Holineſs. 
Meditations on the Glory of Chriſt. 
: A Diſcorr ſe concerning Earthquakes. 
A Tejt mony againſt Sacrilege. 1 | 
AD. ſertat 70 concerning A Right 40 zoe  Saoramentss ; 
Ale 1— 
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A 3 at 3 5 Ale Elelion 
Awakening Truths. | 
Meditations on the Glo of 8 
x, [ſong the Death o eh Righteows: 
Tie Dry of the Chileres of 8 2 
Burning s bewaileddt. 
r nan Anſwer, &c. 
Of Sauctiſication of the Lord's Day. 
Di Cour Rn nh mag Heaven; 
— s Gain by Death, 
Refſrgnation to the Will of Gad. 
| AFeſns Chriſt a Saviour. 
Diſquifition concerning Eccleſiaſtical cual. 
There it à God in Heaven. f Py 
The Duty and Dignity of age Servants of Go 
The — of pray 2 Miners ; a Sermon preach'd 
_ atthe 8 of his Grandſon. 
Sermons on the Beatitudes. 
An Ordination Sermon. 
A Birth-Day Sermon. 
Advice ro Children of godly Anceſtors, 
A dying Paſtor's Legacy. | 
' Beſides ſeveral Pretaces to Books, written \ by Dis 
vines in Neu-England, and to two of Mr. A 
vel s Books * at London. 
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A vindication of the Holy Bible: Wherein the Arguments 
for, and Objections againſt, the divine Original, Purity 
and Integrity of the Scripture are propoſed and conſidered. 
By the Reverend Mr. Samuel Mather, A. M. Printed for Te 
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